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Saying goodbye
This is it. It’s hard to believe that this is my last issue leading this paper as 
Editor-in-Chief, and this is the last lettitor 
I will write for you. This time last year, I 
was interviewing for the position and then 
dreading having to write one of these every 
week—how could I come up with a new 
topic for each issue? I did it, though. And 
let’s be real—I was pretty lucky to come 
into this position during the US election, 
because it gave me a bunch of fodder 
early on. Thank you to all of you have 
followed these throughout the year. It’s an 
amazing thing to have a special platform 
like this to say absolutely anything I want 
to, and discuss things and ideas that I’m 
passionate about. Still, this piece of me 
that you read each issue is only a part of 
the work I’ve done throughout the year.
My year as Editor-in-Chief has been 
one of the most rewarding things I’ve ever 
done, and one of the most difficult. The 
level of responsibility was something I’d 
never experienced before. Every paper 
you pick up has an incredible amount of 
hours put into it by our 20-odd-person 
team and all of our contributors, and I was 
in charge of managing it, editing it, and 
helping get it to the finish line every week. 
Now that we’re monthly instead of weekly, 
rose-coloured glasses may be in effect, but 
even at its craziest, the Other Press has 
been a pleasure to lead. My coworkers feel 
like family to me, and I’m so lucky to have 
worked with them over these last few years. 
I’ve tried to do my best to leave the 
paper better than I got it, and I’m so proud 
of where it is now. The design is sharp 
and eye-catching, a product of advice we 
received at conferences and the talent of 
our layout team. Our editors and writers 
have been amazing, and consistently work 
hard to make sure the content they’re 
putting out is high-quality and relevant 
to you. Our illustrator and photographer 
have worked together to fill the paper 
with original and eye-catching images. 
And of course, our distributor and social 
media coordinator have gotten the paper 
straight to you, whether on stands or on 
social media. We’re a well-oiled team, 
with every person playing a vital role. 
However, I still wanted to make some 
changes to improve the paper further. 
The biggest one is that, for the first time, 
each position is open for application 
to make us more accessible to join and 
to allow more upward mobility. 
This could mean that the next time you 
read the paper, there’ll be some new names 
gracing the pages. While it’s a bit scary to 
be leading the paper through its biggest 
hiring month ever and then turning it over 
to the next EiC, I know that they and every 
staff member, new and old, will work just 
as hard to keep improving the Other Press. 
When I went to Douglas as a 
professional writing student and my friends 
were writing here, I always declined coming 
to meetings or writing. I didn’t consider it 
until our last Editor-in-Chief, Eric Wilkins, 
convinced me to apply for the News Editor 
position. It’s been a whirlwind of articles 
and edits since then, and I’ve cherished the 
last two years I’ve spent at the Other Press. 
So I hope those of you who are interested 
in writing or any of the other work we do 
here come and join in at a meeting and 
be a part of this change. If I’m anything 
to go by, you’ll be so glad that you did.
News
Have an idea for a story? 
 news@theotherpress.ca
 O Peter Julian’s campaign fails due to low 
funds
 O Stonewall and beyond
 O Is seeing really believing?
And more!
Premier John Horgan and his cabinet were sworn into legislature on July 
18, marking the beginning of a new 
government in BC—and the Mayor’s 
Council has wasted no time bringing 
up the topic of transportation.
One of the provincial government’s 
first actions was to move TransLink under 
the responsibility of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing. Bowinn Ma, the MLA for North 
Vancouver, was assigned as its minister.
“It is an issue that I am passionate 
about. I am an avid public transit 
user. It’s a fantastic opportunity for 
me to serve BC and the North Shore,” 
Ma said to the North Shore News.
Ma, a former engineer and project 
manager for the Vancouver Airport 
Authority, has received an early approval 
from the Mayor’s Council, who have 
long struggled to reach agreements with 
the previous provincial government 
in regards to funding and planning 
future transportation infrastructure. 
“I think she’s got a really interesting 
background with an engineering degree 
and connection to transportation policy, 
so I think she’ll be very knowledgeable,” 
said New Westminster mayor Jonathan 
Cote, who has been very proactive in 
planning the region’s transportation 
strategy, to the Vancouver Sun. “Our goal 
is to really advance our top priorities 
over the fall period, and hopefully by 
the end of the year have substantial 
resolution on some of these thorny 
transportation quagmires that have 
been taking way too long to resolve.”
Some of the major TransLink projects 
that the Mayor’s Council have advocated 
for include light-rail service between 
Surrey and Langley, expanding the 
SkyTrain to Arbutus or UBC, and massive 
increases to bus service. These are all 
projects that would be overseen by Ma.
Ma is not the only minister that 
will oversee the transportation issues 
as a whole in the Lower Mainland. 
Claire Trevena, an NDP MLA from 
North Island, has been made the new 
Minister of Transportation. Trevena 
will see to issues surrounding roads, 
bridges, and tolls in her new role.
Among the Mayor’s Council’s top 
priorities is replacing the Patullo Bridge, 
which will reach the end of its serviceable 
life by 2023 if it goes without major 
renovations or replacement. A similar plan 
exists for the George Massey Bridge, which 
will replace the existing George Massey 
tunnel. Under the BC Liberal government, 
payment for new bridges would have 
involved tolls after its completion. 
However, with Horgan’s promise of 
removing existing bridge tolls, how the 
new Patullo Bridge and George Massey 
Bridge will be funded remains uncertain.
“I think there are going to be a 
number of files at the top of my desk, but 
tolls obviously, people have been dealing 
with these for too many years,” Trevena 
said to the Vancouver Sun. “We’ve said 
very clearly in our platform that we want 
to eliminate the tolls, and we will do that.”
Trains and tracks and tolls, oh my!
Our goal is to really advance our top 
priorities over the fall period.”
-New Westminster mayor Jonathan Cote
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öö How a BC NDP government affects transportation plans in the region
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
As the battle for the federal NDP leadership continues, a local 
candidate has officially withdrawn.
On July 6, Peter Julian announced 
at Parliament Hill that he would be 
dropping out of the leadership race 
due to the low level of donations 
to his leadership campaign.
“We were not at the level that 
we needed to be to move forward 
for a national campaign that is 
entering the most critical phase,” 
Julian told the National Post. “You 
have to be honest with yourself.”
Julian’s campaign funds trailed 
behind those of other leadership 
candidates. Julian’s campaign held 
$19,143— a very low total compared to 
Guy Caron’s (Quebec) $57,235, Niki 
Ashton’s (Manitoba) $65,521, or Charlie 
Angus’ (Ontario) $110,765. Jagmeet 
Singh, an MP in Ontario, entered the 
leadership race in May, and his campaign 
funds have yet to be announced.
“One of the ways that members 
express their appreciation, express 
their support, is by giving financial 
donations,” Julian said to CBC.
“In this semester that just finished, 
we were far below where we needed to 
be in terms of financial donations. I 
accept the verdict of the membership.”
Still, all money that Julian had 
raised was from his supporters.
“I’ve seen the graveyard of politicians 
who have invested a lot of their personal 
money because they thought they could 
change the dynamic financially, and 
many of those people [...] are still paying 
off huge debts,” Julian said to CTV.
In spite of his unsuccessful 
fundraising campaign, Julian had 
received more endorsements than any 
other NDP leadership candidate. This 
included six caucus endorsements.
Julian added that he would be 
endorsing one of the remaining leadership 
candidates, but would announce his 
endorsement at a later and undetermined 
date. He noted that he had tremendous 
respect for the remaining candidates, a 
sentiment that was returned to Julian.
Julian, who has been the Member 
of Parliament for New Westminster 
since 2004, was the first to announce his 
candidacy for leadership of the federal 
NDP back in February. He planned on 
running on a platform of eliminating 
post-secondary tuition fees, opposing 
pipelines, finding sustainable answers to 
climate change, protecting Indigenous 
rights, and reducing economic inequality. 
Despite Julian’s personal leadership 
run coming to a close, his policies have 
been adopted and modified by other 
leadership candidates, notably by Singh.
Members of the NDP will vote 
via preferential ballot starting on 
September 18 through to October 29. 
The successful candidate will succeed 
incumbent leader Tom Mulcair. 
Local NDP MP drops from NDP 
leadership race
öö Peter Julian’s campaign fails due to low funds
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On July 27, the DSU Pride hosted “The 
Fight Isn’t Over: Stonewall and Beyond,” 
an event focusing on empowering 
and supporting LGBTQ/2S youth. 
DSU Pride Representative Christen 
McDonald opened with an introduction 
of the host of the event, and the film 
that was to be screened, Major.
Kelendria Nation, a black trans 
woman activist and educator, hosted 
and facilitated the event. After an 
introduction of herself and the event, 
Nation began speaking about the film, 
which was focused on the life of Miss 
Major Griffin-Gracy, a trans woman 
activist and community leader for 
transgender rights and a participant 
in the Stonewall Riots. The film 
chronicled her life as a trans woman 
and her successes and struggles as an 
activist and trans woman of colour. 
After the film, there 
was a discussion. 
How would the community ensure 
trans elders would be taken care of?
In the film, Miss Major expressed her 
concern over who will take care of her 
when she can’t take care of herself. 
Cicely-Belle Blain, a black, 
non-binary writer, artist, founder 
and co-organizer of the Black 
Lives Matter Vancouver group 
addressed the question first. 
“Family and community is so 
integral to taking care of one another. 
It’s about developing and creating 
those communities. A lot of people 
express this idea of being rejected or 
neglected by family, which leaves them 
to be homeless or isolated. We tend 
to think of this as an American issue, 
but it is something that is prevalent 
in Vancouver as well,” Blain said. 
Blain described her experiences 
as a youth worker at QMUNITY, a 
queer resource centre, and how a 
disproportionate amount of queer and 
trans youth are homeless and isolated 
due to rejection from families.
“I think reshaping our 
understanding of what family is a 
great step, and the idea of a chosen 
family is a great way to reshape our 
idea of traditional western standards of 
family. For me, it’s really about creating 
those communities,” Blain said.
Another speaker was 
BC NDP candidate and trans 
activist Morgane Oger. 
“I tend to look at the populations 
rather than the individuals, but it’s the 
individuals who are affected. Neglect 
of our elders is a very real problem, 
especially when the neglect is allowed 
to happen. It’s important to remember 
that when people age in the LGBTQ/2S 
community, they become very afraid and 
age back into the closet and hide their 
gender identity and sexuality because of 
the fear that the people who look after 
them aren’t as open-minded,” Oger said. 
What should be the number one 
priority in tackling the trans 
community’s struggles?
“I would say education of the people 
we do first contact with in services. 
The caregivers, the police, people 
who represent the state. Those 
people need to be taught to behave 
appropriately with all LGBTQ/2S people 
[because] people still think it’s okay to 
discriminate against us,” said Oger.  
“It’s important for people to undo 
the idea of a gender binary. I was working 
on a book chapter recently about 
being black and non-binary and how 
a lot of the ways in which black folks 
are oppressed is through segregating 
the black community by gender... 
It goes all the way back to slavery. 
Black men were over-sexualized and 
women were used as a tool, so forcing 
the gender binary on black bodies 
has created so much discrimination. 
I think a greater acknowledgment 
of gender fluidity and how gender is 
made up is important,” Blain said.
“Not everyone fits into the gender 
binary, not everyone wants to fit,” said 
Nation “For myself, as a trans woman 
of colour, I utilized the binary, and 
it comes authentic for me, and it’s 
important to remember that some 
people fit in the binary [...] but some 
do not, and it’s important[ to allow 
them room to express who they are.” 
How can allies support the 
trans community?
“One thing is how we learn about these 
things [on] social media and how it can 
sometimes be detrimental in how these 
things make us feel,” Blain said. “A lot of 
ally-ship is done on social media; I think 
it’s about being sensitive to what you 
are sharing because people share stuff 
out of shock factor. Violence against gay 
and lesbian folks is going down for the 
first time in history, but towards trans 
women, it’s on the rise. It’s important to 
be caring for people who are impacted 
by that, rather than thinking ‘This 
doesn’t impact me, but I’m shocked 
so I must tell everybody about it.’” 
“Don’t speak for others about things 
you don’t understand—first rule,” Oger 
said. “Be a friend, offer moral support.”
Does violent activism still have 
a place in the movement? 
“People who claim to be organizing for 
queer liberation have forgotten that 
Stonewall was a riot against police 
because they were raiding safe spaces 
for queer and trans people,” Blain said. 
“Somehow we come to 2017 and the 
[police] we were protesting against are 
now included in the pride parade […] 
people already have a negative image 
of [Black Lives Matter], so we have 
to tread very carefully. We’ve moved 
on to other forms of activism.” 
The speakers closed on their 
hopes for the movement.
“I would like to see better 
addressing of the root causes 
of inequality,” said Oger.
“Abolishment of police, prisons, 
government—but in the nearer future, 
support of queer and trans youth and 
funding to programs that support them, 
educational resources for teachers and 
parents, and a place for trans youth and 
trans youth of colour to be themselves 
and really flourish,” Blain said.
The fight isn’t over: Stonewall and beyond
öö Douglas College shows its pride
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
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“What if I could make you remember an event that never happened?” 
On July 26, Douglas College hosted a 
psychology lecture—led by Elizabeth F. 
Loftus—aiming to uncover the mystery 
behind false memories. 
Loftus, an accomplished American 
cognitive psychologist, has received 
numerous awards and degrees for her 
work in the area of human memory. 
With over 500 research articles 
and 22 books under her belt, she is 
regarded as one of the most influential 
psychological researchers in her field. 
She is widely known for her work on the 
misinformation effect, a topic she coined 
and dove straight into during her lecture 
in late July.
“Memory doesn’t always work 
perfectly,” said Loftus during the lecture. 
“Before eyewitnesses are called to testify, 
they may undergo preparation from 
an investigator who wants every single 
detail of an event. In those crucial 
moments, a single leading question can 
have individuals believe facts that are 
completely false and adopt it as their own 
truth.”
Loftus took a closer look at how 
cognitive psychology played a key role in 
the Presidential election last year in the 
United States. She pointed out that while 
the public may have wavered on their 
opinions of Trump’s attack ads (calling 
Hillary Clinton a liar about Benghazi and 
private emails), one attack had hard proof 
against Clinton’s recollection of landing 
in Bosnia.
According to Clinton in 2008, she 
remembered a corkscrew landing, sniper 
fire, and a cancelled airport reception 
when she traveled to Bosnia in 1996. In 
actuality, the real photographs painted 
a different picture. They showed that 
Clinton had a peaceful meet and greet 
with children and soldiers upon landing. 
After news coverage picked up the story 
pointing out the disconnect between 
memory and reality, Clinton made an 
apology, claiming that it proved she’s a 
human who could make a mistake. The 
question remains: what caused her to 
believe that those events took place?
Loftus explained how she has dealt 
with numerous legal cases, resulting into 
what she calls the Innocence Project. 
Along with fellow researchers, Loftus 
uncovered 350 individuals who had been 
convicted of crimes they didn’t commit, 
after DNA had proven their innocence 
many years later. The cases that had been 
analyzed concluded that faulty human 
memory played a role in around 70 per 
cent of the 350 convictions.
As a renowned psychologist, 
Loftus has researched various groups of 
individuals, from soldiers to pedestrians. 
During a training session, trained soldiers 
underwent a hostile interrogation to see 
if they would adopt misinformation and 
claim it as their own. In many instances, 
researchers were able to plant false facts 
about objects that were present or the 
features of an interrogator.
“The misinformation effect can 
depress individuals’ memory performance 
control from 70 per cent to 30 per cent,” 
said Loftus. 
“We began to see more extreme kinds 
of memory problems. We heard of many 
cases in which a woman would go into 
therapy with a minor psychological battle, 
perhaps with anorexia nervosa or bulimia, 
and leave with seemingly real unearthed 
memories. Memories of horrific childhood 
trauma, previous rape situations she had 
been unaware of, or being forced into 
satanic ritual with baby sacrifices.”
This odd moment in the ’90s left 
the psychology community questioning 
where those bizarre memories came 
from, with Loftus at the forefront. It 
was soon hypothesized that there were 
five key factors that affected memory: 
imagination, dream interpretation, 
hypnosis, doctored photographs, and 
exposure to false information.
Loftus shared with the audience how 
she began thinking about the possibility 
of implanting whole false memories, not 
simply just a complete reality with missing 
or additional details. She coined the 
phrase “rich false memory” alongside her 
research partner, Dr. Dan Bernstein. 
Her preliminary tests were able to 
convince 33 per cent of her sample size 
that they were rescued by a lifeguard after 
nearly drowning as a young child and 
50 per cent that they were attacked by a 
vicious animal in an indoor or outdoor 
accident. A recent Canadian study was 
able to convince a strong minority of 
individuals that they committed a crime 
that was serious enough to include a 
police investigation when they were 
teenagers. 
In one of her well known studies, 
Asparagus: A Love Story, Loftus proved 
that false memories had the potential to 
affect later thoughts and behaviours. She 
hypothesized that she would be able to 
plant a false memory that participants 
were sick of eating certain foods when 
they were children, thus affecting what 
they would then eat in the present day. 
By planting a warm, fuzzy memory of 
asparagus during childhood, a large 
percentage of participants chose the lean, 
green vegetable amongst a selection of 
foods to eat after the test. 
When it comes to susceptibility, 
“everyone is on the same playing field,” 
said Loftus. “In fact, individuals with 
highly superior memory (HSM) scale 
similarly to those with normal memories.”
Loftus points out that differentiating 
between true and false memory is 
almost impossible. Firstly, neuroimaging 
reports provide sufficient proof, with an 
overwhelming similarity between neural 
signals from the brain. In addition, 
emotions can run just as deep with false 
memories. 
Lastly, she noted how many ethical 
issues arise when it comes to cognitive 
psychology. Though this increase in 
knowledge may allow humans to live 
happier and healthier lives, will there be 
unintended consequences? 
Misinformation is everywhere. If 
police officers or journalists ask leading 
questions, a story can take a 180 degree 
turn, distorting the reality of what 
actually took place. Loftus suggests that 
individuals stay vigilant to protect their 
memories. 
“Just because there’s confidence, 
detail, and emotion, doesn’t mean it really 
happened. Memory, like liberty, is a fragile 
thing.”
Is seeing really believing?
öö The Fiction of Memory lecture reveals susceptibility of any individual 
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
The City of Vancouver oversaw the July 29 opening of Powell Street 
Getaway, a new safe-injection site 
located in the Downtown Eastside. 
The clinic, managed by the 
Lookout Emergency Aid Society, is only 
the second of its kind in Vancouver. 
It allows users to safely inject in a 
monitored space, and acts as a gateway 
for rehabilitation. It was established 
on a former mental health centre, 
highlighting the Society’s focus on the 
mental healthcare aspect of addiction, 
and “to help reduce that stigma that 
people face on a daily basis,”  Executive 
Director Shayne Williams said to CBC. 
The clinic is currently pushing 
for greater assistance for the mentally 
handicapped in the community and 
for permission to allow nasal and other 
forms of drug ingestion, as fentanyl 
emerges in other forms of opioids. 
The push for safe injection sites in 
Vancouver emerged after several years 
of extremely high death rates due to 
unsafe use and overdoses from opioids, 
largely due to the presence of fentanyl 
in both street and prescription drugs. 
In 2017 alone, around 216 have died 
from overdoses and related issues. 
Death rates are also high “in 
the North, in the Interior, [and] in 
Vancouver Island,” said Dr. Patricia 
Daly, Vancouver Coastal Health’s 
Chief Medical Officer, in an interview 
on CBC’s the Early Edition. “We are 
seeing deaths in all neighbourhoods.” 
Daly also stressed the need for 
greater government focus of mental 
healthcare, echoing calls from many 
medical officials and law enforcement 
agencies for greater provincial funding, 
particularly for the Downtown East Side.
According to Vancouver Coastal 
Health, the clinic is open from 8 a.m. to 
11 p.m. and will have at least two harm 
reduction workers and a licenced nurse. 
Like other safe-injection sites around 
the world, it is equipped to deal with 
overdoses and acts as a place for addicts 
to seek mental health assistance. 
Several other clinics and institutions 
around Vancouver and the rest of British 
Columbia are awaiting federal approval, 
which may take months or even years.
Downtown Eastside gets safe-injection site
öö Clinic opens with emphasis on mental wellness
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Arts
Have an idea for a story? 
 arts@theotherpress.ca
 O Hey, secret agent man!
 O Lana Del Rey expresses the desire  
to be alive
 O An improv tribute to Canada
And more!
It is unfortunate that oftentimes the categorization of “simplistic” becomes 
synonymous with “bad.” As readers, we 
all have those days, especially during 
summer, when we just don’t feel like 
powering our way through some great, 
epic story arc—but that doesn’t necessarily 
mean we don’t want to be entertained. 
If we choose to read something—no 
matter if it is a book, a comic, or a graphic 
novel,—we want to feel like the time 
we invested was somehow worthwhile. 
Luckily, Jomny Sun’s charming story 
“Everyone’s a Aliebn When Ur a 
Aliebn Too” made me feel just that.
Written and drawn by Sun, the 
story is actually based off a Twitter 
account written by a fictional alien 
sent to observe Earth. The novel takes 
that characterization a step further as 
it portrays an alien, Jomny, who feels 
out of place in his own society. The 
interactions he has with the various 
creatures he meets on Earth help him 
find his own identity, as the Earthlings 
share their differing perspectives on 
life and the struggles it brings. 
The art is fairly basic and doesn’t 
really hold much power behind it, 
beyond emphasizing the charm of the 
observational tone of the text/story 
it is presented alongside. Because it 
matches with the tone of the written 
aspect so well, I wasn’t bothered by the 
simplistic art style. It made it feel more 
like reading Jomny’s personal diary, 
as opposed to a voyeuristic experience 
of watching the events unfold.
 To put it very simply, this graphic 
novel is short and sweet. It leaves 
you with a sense of happiness after 
reading it, in much the same way your 
favourite children’s book did when you 
were young. I’d definitely recommend 
“Everyone’s a Aliebn’ for a lazy day, or 
as a palette cleanser between comics 
with grander narrative structures—or 
if you’re just really having a bad day.
Comic Corner: An outside perspective
öö ‘Everyone’s a Aliebn When Ur a Aliebn Too: A Book’ review
August is an important month for performers—a time for auditions, 
as the theatre circuit gears up for its 
winter season. From pantomimes to 
Christmas carols, there’s no shortage 
of opportunities to get your foot in the 
backstage door. However, you might be 
shooting yourself directly in that foot 
by choosing clichéd, inappropriate, 
or expired audition material.
So, from one theatre nerd to 
another, here’s a list of audition songs 
you should absolutely 100 per cent NOT 
USE for your audition, no matter how 
much Google insists it’s a good idea.
“Popular” from Wicked
I know it’s a fun song. I know it’s 
tempting to show off your best “character 
voice” while giggling and preening 
your way through all those hilarious 
one-liners. I know you want to show 
off your incredibly original fun side by 
mimicking the lapsed ballet flouncing 
during the “lar laaar” segment that 
Kristin Chenoweth cracked everyone 
up with on Broadway. But seriously. 
Don’t. I can’t stress this enough. Do not 
audition with “Popular” from Wicked. 
Why? Because literally everyone 
and their precocious 12-year-old sister 
has auditioned with “Popular” from 
Wicked. It’s done. It’s over. The minute 
you start in with that nasally soprano 
line of “Whenever I see someone less 
fortunate than I,” your audience has 
tuned you out for the sake of their own 
sanity. Guaranteed that they hear this 
song at least five times every audition 
cycle. Save them, save yourself. 
“I Dreamed a Dream” 
from Les Misérables
I’m going to say this, and I’m going to 
dodge all the cookware about to be lobbed 
at my head for saying it, but here goes: 
Susan Boyle’s rendition of “I Dreamed 
a Dream” was not that great. Her voice 
was fine but her phrasing was absolutely 
whack. With that out of the way, let me 
tell you why you should not under any 
circumstances audition with this song.
For one thing, it’s clichéd. Like 
with “Popular,” it’s one of those songs 
that everyone—everyone—has sung. It’s 
not nearly as annoying as “Popular,” but 
the problem with songs that everyone 
has done is that you are now in a 
position where you’re being compared 
to everyone else who has done that 
piece. Maybe I’d be more accepting of 
Susan Boyle’s machine gun delivery if 
I hadn’t heard the song done better a 
thousand times before, but I have, so 
it’s immediately jarring to me to hear 
it massacred like that. Make life easier 
for yourself and avoid the temptation.
“On My Own” from Les Misérables
Overdone, and you can’t hit that C. Next.
“Think of Me” from 
Phantom of the Opera
I don’t know how, but this song manages 
to transform everyone who sings it 
into that high school choir soprano 
you always hated because she got the 
coveted solo at the Christmas concert 
every year. Also, it’s boring as hell. 
“The Girl in 14G” sung by 
Kristen Chenoweth
I remember going to my first big city 
audition, sitting in the hall outside the 
audition room in an intimidating crowd 
of teenagers with headshots and agents 
on speed dial, and listening to not one, 
not two, but four renditions of this vocal 
cord-busting number. And that was just 
while I was sitting there. Who knows 
how many more girls tried their hand 
at an original performance of it long 
after I’d fled the premises following my 
complete faceplant of an audition.
For those who don’t know it, this song 
goes through a million different vocal 
stylings to show off Kristen Chenoweth’s 
considerable range, from opera to jazz 
to theatre and back. This may sound 
like a fantastic way to show off your own 
range, but it is not. For an audition song, 
it’s distracting and long, and only shows 
that you have the same range as at least 
three other performers before you.
Anything that shows up 
on the “Thespian Peacock” 
meme Facebook page
The year that “Taylor the Latte Boy” 
came out was a sad year for auditioners—
another “character song” making the 
rounds of every theatre person’s newsfeed, 
followed by the hilarious rebuttal from 
“Taylor’s” perspective. If you’ve seen it, 
your friends have seen it, and once again 
you’re stuck with the task of making this 
song your own even while mimicking 
the vocals and facial expressions of the 
person who made the song funny in 
the first place: Kristen Chenoweth. 
I hope you’re starting to recognize 
a pattern here, and if you haven’t, let me 
spell it out for you. You are not Kristen 
Chenoweth. Only Kristen Chenoweth is 
Kristen Chenoweth. You will never sell 
your own skills and abilities if you’re stuck 
pretending to be Kristen Chenoweth. 
Basically, if Kristen Chenoweth has in 
any way shape or form even brushed 
her tiny elfin fingertips over a piece 
of music, consider it dead to you.
“Memory” from Cats
Best case scenario, they mock you 
the moment you leave the room. 
Worst case scenario, they shoot you 
in cold blood. Best not to risk it.
Green Room: Top seven worst audition songs
öö If your go-to is ‘Popular,’ it’s time for a wake-up call
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
Im
ag
e 
V
ia
 w
w
w
.e
as
yv
eg
an
.in
fo
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
issue 31 // volume 43 arts // no. 7
Stone Sour’s latest release Hydrograd is a full record of solid, rocking-out fun.
Hydrograd is the sixth studio album 
by Stone Sour (also known as the other 
hard rock/metal band with vocals from 
the phenomenally versatile Corey Taylor 
of Slipknot). The album’s 15 tracks and 
total length of 65 minutes give Stone Sour 
plenty of time for musical exploration, 
which they utilize to the fullest.
 This album has a somewhat 
different feel from much of the band’s 
earlier works, with a sound that veers 
more toward positivity rather than raw 
anger or melancholy. Yet Hydrograd 
is hard and heavy where it needs to 
be, balanced by several softer tracks 
that demonstrate the melodiousness 
of Taylor’s vocals. Throughout the 
album, Stone Sour cultivates the 
perfect blend of energy, lyricism, and 
an irresistible, reckless exuberance.
The overall tone of the record might 
be described as playful and almost 
carnivalesque. Introductory track “YSIF” 
certainly sets the stage for this, beginning 
with a drumroll and an intonation of 
“Hello, you bastards!” Aside from that 
line, it’s almost entirely an instrumental 
track and an excellent hype-builder.
Hydrograd’s harder sound kicks off 
with the next song, single “Taipei Person/
Allah Tea” (if you’re confused about 
the title, read it aloud). With a driving 
rhythm and Taylor’s not-quite-growling 
singing—especially prominent in the pre-
chorus—it’s one of the record’s heavier 
highlights. The song also features brilliant 
rhythmic complexity with its tempo 
shifts, thanks to Roy Mayorga on drums.
“Song #3” is actually the song’s fifth 
track and one of its two leading singles, 
released concurrently with “Fabuless.” 
“Song #3” has a more mainstream 
sound and theme that could almost be 
described as trite elsewhere, but the 
sentiment manifests on this record as 
upbeat, uplifting, and purely passionate. 
“Did I save you?/’Cause I know you saved 
me too,” Taylor declares vivaciously 
in the chorus, singing about finding 
salvation in the arms of a loved one.
The other lead single, “Fabuless,” is 
also a heavy hitter. It’s accompanied by a 
deliciously sardonic music video poking 
fun at the shallowness of celebrity culture, 
as the video features the band rocking 
out in front of a crowd of air dancers. The 
song is loud, brash, and furiously buoyant. 
As a listener, it’s almost impossible not to 
be caught up in the song’s frenetic energy 
and scream along with the chorus: “It’s 
all downhill from here, motherfucker!” 
“The Witness Tree” has one of those 
titles that hits you with its poeticism 
even before the music starts, and the 
song itself is just as evocative. Faintly 
discordant, atonal verses backed by 
sombre guitar riffs mesh beautifully 
with the soulful choruses. The album’s 
best title, however, has to go to “Rose 
Red Violent Blue (This Song Is Dumb 
& So Am I),” which is also the track 
that best displays Hydrograd’s darkly 
carnivalesque vibe. Title aside, this song is 
also fantastic for its almost schizophrenic 
fluctuation between the playful verses 
and the super-upbeat chorus.
Yet Stone Sour is just as capable of 
carrying itself in softer, slower-paced 
tracks like “St. Marie.” The ballad has, 
unexpectedly, a somewhat country-like 
vibe. It might not be the jam for most 
Stone Sour fans, but it’s an undeniably 
powerful track and one that shows 
Taylor’s capabilities for a lot more than 
just growls and screams. For those 
craving a more metallic and fast-paced 
sound, “Somebody Stole My Eyes” is 
sung largely with a rap-rock-growl style 
that certainly channels some Slipknot.
A record as powerful and full of life 
as Hydrograd deserves an epic finale; 
ending track “When the Fever Broke” 
delivers just that, and more. Another 
song that trends toward softer and 
melodic, Taylor’s heartfelt vocals power 
through the mournful lines, propelled by 
pulsing drums and grippingly haunting 
harmonies. The song ends with a solemn 
echo of “I can’t go, I can’t go home,” a 
cathartic close to a phenomenal album.
Awesome song titles, even more awesome rock
öö ‘Hydrograd’ album review
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
The Winds of Winter out in 2018?! No, this isn’t a humour article, though it 
might still be hard to take too seriously.
In a recent blog post on July 22, 
George R. R. Martin, author of the 
bestselling A Song of Ice and Fire, 
announced that he expects to have at 
least one new Westeros book out by 
the end of next year. This would be 
fantastic news for ASoIaF devotees if 
only we could be sure that: a) this book 
will be the Winds of Winter, and b) 
Martin will actually deliver this time.
While we’re on this topic of 
publishing delays, we might as well 
take a look as well at several high 
fantasy series that are taking forever 
for their next volumes to hit the 
shelves, to see whether they’re any 
further along in the writing process.
The Winds of Winter - A Song 
of Ice and Fire, book 6
After the publication of A Dance with 
Dragons in 2011, optimistic fans and the 
author himself predicted the next book’s 
completion to be by 2015 or 2016. Those 
were the days when the idea of the Game 
of Thrones HBO series catching up to 
and overtaking the plot of the book 
series was an amusing, improbable what-
if. Since the TV show has just begun 
its second to last season and has long 
since surpassed the novels… Whoops.
Every few months Martin has made 
some announcement that The Winds of 
Winter is progressing, but he’s fallen far 
short of promising any release date. His 
July 22 post is pretty optimistic on this 
front, hinting that it’s likely we “will have 
a new Westeros book from [him] in 2018.” 
However, this blog post acknowledges 
that the next book to hit shelves might be 
TWoW, but it might just as likely be the 
first volume of Fire and Blood, a fictional 
history book of House Targaryen.
Way back in the early days of ASoIaF, 
Martin originally envisioned the saga to 
be a trilogy. As much as readers would 
probably enjoy more Westeros, we’d also 
enjoy an eventual sense of closure.
The Thorn of Emberlain – 
Gentleman Bastard, book 4
Scott Lynch’s Gentleman Bastard is 
one of those novel series that starts off 
swimmingly but gets increasingly bizarre 
with each subsequent book. The first 
book, The Lies of Locke Lamora (2006), 
is a delightful fantasy heist novel with 
lovably deplorable conmen characters, 
witty banter and prose, and a tastefully 
light level of magic in its Renaissance-
Italy-esque world. By book three, The 
Republic of Thieves (2013), the dialogue 
is still smooth, but the series has thrown 
in pointlessly convoluted schemes, 
secret societies, seemingly directionless 
plot twists, and a few fantasy tropes 
that veer close to cringeworthy.
These perplexing turns have left 
readers all the more eager to pick up Book 
Four, The Thorn of Emberlain. Lynch 
originally announced plans to release the 
book by 2015, then pushed the date back 
to mid-2016; however, as of December 
2016 Lynch stated that he’s still working 
on writing and rewriting some areas. 
Like ASoIaF, Gentleman Bastard is also 
planned as a seven-book series. If a longer 
delay between books will correlate with 
a return to the quality of the first novel, 
hopefully it will be worth the wait.
The Doors of Stone – Kingkiller 
Chronicle, book 3
After The Name of the Wind came out in 
2007, followed by The Wise Man’s Fear in 
2011, author Patrick Rothfuss garnered a 
lot of favourable comparison to George R. 
R. Martin for his spellbinding storytelling 
voice, fluid prose, epic-scale plot, and rich 
world-building. Less positively, plenty 
of readers have also drawn similarities 
between the two authors in terms of 
writing pace. Six or more years since 
the last volume wouldn’t seem like that 
long of a wait if Rothfuss hadn’t spent 
much of this period assuring fans that 
Book Three, tentatively titled The Doors 
of Stone, had long since been written 
and was in the process of revision.
As of this February, Rothfuss has 
stated that he still can’t confirm a release 
date. However, the Kingkiller Chronicle 
might end up resembling ASoIaF in yet 
another way: Late last year, Lionsgate 
entertainment company announced 
plans to create a TV show and feature 
film version of the series, produced by 
Lin-Manuel Miranda of Hamilton fame.
Winter is coming, but not quite yet
öö Updates (or lack thereof) from GRRM and others
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Donning flower flourishes in her silky brown hair and wearing a radiant 
smile, the enigmatic Lana Del Rey 
returns—appearing happy for once—on 
the artwork of her latest album Lust for 
Life. 
A “happy Lana Del Rey” seems to 
be an oxymoron when her discography 
is examined. In Born to Die (2012), Del 
Rey flirts with nihilism, materialism, 
depression, and heartbreak with a possibly 
older romantic love interest, hence her 
notorious reputation of possible daddy 
issues. In the sophomore Ultraviolence 
(2014), she takes sadcore up a notch by 
injecting it with steroids and cocaine, 
as the album revolves around a toxic 
relationship and alludes to violence. This 
is followed by the wildly passionate and 
cinematic Honeymoon (2015), wherein Del 
Rey showcases bravura—she is still sad, 
but she is shining. In Lust for Life, Del Rey 
takes a break from the conceptual album 
route and patterns Born to Die’s structure: 
There is not really a story but the tracks 
work together. She still sings about 
sadness in Lust for Life, but she is more 
optimistic this time around.
If there’s anything Del Rey is perhaps 
famous for it’s her trademark style of 
juxtaposing sophistication with profanity. 
In album highlight “Cherry,” Del Rey 
sings, “My cherries and wine, rosemary 
and thyme, and all of my peaches are 
ruined,” as she hiccups “bitch” and “fuck” 
throughout the song. On the surface, it 
might sound like a song where she’s angry 
at pests for ruining her tranquil moment, 
but Del Rey makes it sound poetic with 
her endearing voice and clever inflections. 
Another even more explicit example is 
“In My Feelings” where Del Rey says, 
“I’m crying while I’m cumming” during 
the verses and asks, “Who’s doper than 
this bitch?” in the chorus—an arguably 
empowering anthem. 
This album also marks Del Rey’s first 
record to feature guest appearances. Del 
Rey dances on the H of the Hollywood 
sign with The Weeknd in the title track 
as they evoke the lust to be alive. Two 
tracks in the album feature A$AP Rocky, 
namely the trap track “Summer Bummer,” 
which also features Playboi Carti, and the 
dreamy “Groupie Love.” They are placed 
next to each other on the album.
In “Summer Bummer,” Del Rey goes 
all in with the trap genre—something 
she hasn’t done before—and sings about 
blood-red sangrias, white lines, and black 
beaches. In the latter track featuring 
Rocky, Del Rey and the rapper conjure 
the feeling of romance. In the duet 
“Beautiful People, Beautiful Problems,” 
Del Rey makes magic with Fleetwood Mac 
legend Stevie Nicks, and the result is a 
magical chemistry. Last but not least, in 
the Sean Ono Lennon-assisted folk duet 
“Tomorrow Never Came,” the duo evokes 
tranquillity, making you feel like you’re 
listening to them sing along with the birds 
in a sun-lit forest by a lake.
Lust for Life also includes Del Rey 
singing about politics—another thing 
she has never done—but she does this 
with sincerity and not to the point of 
approaching edgelord territory. In her 
heartfelt ballad “Coachella – Woodstock 
in my Mind,” Lana sends a prayer to the 
world and for the following generations 
to come in these moments of chaos. She 
sings about trading all her fortunes away 
if she could ask God one question, which 
is perhaps if He could stop all the chaos 
currently happening. In “When the World 
Was at War,” Del Rey wonders if it is 
the end of America when looking at the 
current political climate, but she assures 
listeners that “It’s only the beginning” and 
“if we hold on to hope, we’ll have a happy 
ending.” In the earnest “Change,” the last 
track she recorded for the album, Del Rey 
sings about feeling change externally or 
internally, then makes a statement that 
change is powerful and we will feel it 
when it happens.
A track that deserves to be singled 
out is the exhilarating up-tempo closing 
track “Get Free,” which is her “modern 
manifesto” to “move out of the black and 
into the blue.” We can assume that Del 
Rey has made it a personal commitment 
to think positively, maybe signalling that 
she really has finally discovered happiness.
In essence, Lust for Life is Del 
Rey’s most balanced work to date, 
showcasing a wide range of elements 
from different genres such as trap, trip 
hop, and hip hop. While it may not be 
as cinematic or evidently cohesive as its 
conceptual predecessors Honeymoon and 
Ultraviolence, Del Rey’s Lust for Life not 
only represents itself as musical evidence 
of her current state of being, but also 
serves as a sincere and sublime present for 
her fans.
Lana Del Rey expresses the desire to be alive
öö ‘Lust for Life’ album review
Knowledge is power. And you never know who might be a spy looking to 
take that information. It could be your 
co-worker, your masseuse, or even the 
person sitting across the table from you.
 Spyfall (2014) is a bluffing party 
game for three to eight players designed 
by Alexandr Ushan and published by 
Cryptozoic. In the game, players are dealt 
cards that all have the same location 
on them, except for the one that is the 
spy. The play continues for a set amount 
of time with players asking veiled and 
probing questions about the location. 
The other players try to identify who the 
spy is, while the spy attempts to identify 
the location. Points are scored based 
on whether or not the spy is caught. At 
the end of several rounds, the winner 
is the one with the most points.
 I found the game to be an interesting 
exercise. The thought process you 
go through between being a spy and 
trying to find the spy are very different, 
and it can be a lot of fun shaping the 
questions and answers in order to glean 
the most information from the other 
players. The rounds are very short and 
players are engaged in the entire process; 
there are no real turns and players 
remain involved the whole time.
 I have always found the hallmark 
of a good game to be that no one is 
stressed too much about the score. 
Many Euro-style games incorporate the 
“point salad” style that forces players to 
worry about gameplay without tracking 
points. In the case of Spyfall, you can 
play as many rounds as you want and 
not even keep score, yet not have the 
crux of the game diminished at all. 
 I would highly recommend Spyfall 
to any group of any age or skill level. 
It definitely falls into the more casual 
side of gaming, and it’s a great one 
to pull out during your next party.
Chairman of the Board: Hey, secret agent man!
öö ‘Spyfall’ board game review
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The 150th anniversary of Confederation is a time for us to celebrate the long 
and interesting history of the country—
such as with the play Oh, Canada.
Canada invented a lot of things 
and contributed much to the rest of the 
world. We invented insulin, multiplexes, 
and poutine; a lot of Canadian musicians 
are famous around the world; and we 
contributed many things to comedy 
with our famous comedians, Saturday 
Night Live, and especially Whose Line 
is it Anyway? Two of the people from 
Whose Line is it Anyway?, Colin Mochrie 
and Ryan Stiles, began their careers in 
the Vancouver TheatreSports League, 
and to celebrate Canada 150 they have 
created a show about Canada.
Oh, Canada pays tribute to the true 
north strong and free and references 
everything in Canadian culture. Watch as 
a scout guides you on a tour of Canada and 
teaches you about the country through 
improv games. As with every performance 
in the Vancouver TheatreSports 
League, each show is different because 
everything is done on the spot.
In the opening night performance, 
Brad Rossington played a scout who is 
probably the friendliest Canadian that 
you’ve ever seen. He then introduced 
a group of “Canadians” including Ken 
Lawson, Graeme Duffy, Margret Nyfors, 
Lauren McGibbon, Pearce Visser, and 
Devin Mackenzie, who were involved 
in the improv games played throughout 
the show. The “Canadians” were dressed 
like the person in the famous Molson 
Canadian “I Am Canadian” commercial.
Next, Rossington asked me what 
is Canada proud for and on the spot, 
I responded with Tim Hortons. The 
players said various things related to 
Tim Hortons and I was laughing when 
Duffy said that he was born in the same 
hospital that Tim Horton passed away 
in. This led to them re-enacting the 
famous Molson Canadian commercial. 
After that, we in the audience thought 
that we were going to sing our national 
anthem, but instead they accidently 
played a Nickelback song, and this 
happened again midway into the show.
There was a game where the players 
had to do a scene three times in three 
Canadian cities, and so they showed 
fishing in Vancouver, a Newfoundland 
city, and Saskatoon. The scene in 
Vancouver was the longest and the scene 
in Saskatoon was the shortest because 
there are not a lot of fish in that city.
The cast also did a game where 
when Rossington said “Shatner,” they 
talked and moved like William Shatner. 
While all their impersonations of 
William Shatner were great, Lawson’s 
was especially good. In addition, the play 
paid homage to Canadian institutions, 
including Historica’s Heritage Minutes 
with the stories of eye drops and the 
EpiPen, and Hinterland Who’s Who 
explaining the successful architect.
During the intermission, the 
audience put what they liked about 
Canada in a bowl, and Rossington read 
some of them for the “Canadians” to act 
out. The play even showed the story of 
a couple from two countries that met in 
Canada and the couple told the cast if 
they were telling their story correctly.
The show was very funny and I was 
laughing a lot during the entire thing, 
and you have to thank the country’s 
history for providing the material for it. 
So, if you’d like to learn about Canada in 
an improvised way, go see Oh, Canada. 
Oh, Canada is now playing in The 
Improv Centre until September 2.
Sit inside a snazzy pavilion and be theatrically swept into the 
world of Shakespeare through 
a sleek 1950s adaptation.
 The annual Bard on the Beach 
Shakespeare Festival is currently taking 
place this summer in Vanier Park with 
five of the playwright’s works, including 
the masterful comedy Much Ado About 
Nothing, directed by John Murphy. 
For anyone who enjoys live theatre in 
unique venues, the glitzy glamour of 
retro cinema, and conniving characters 
caught up in hilarious schemes, Much 
Ado About Nothing is a must-see.
Transposed out of its original courtly 
setting, the Bard on the Beach adaptation 
of Much Ado takes place in Messina, Italy, 
in 1959. The story revolves around a pair of 
young actors, Claudio and Hero, who are 
besotted with one another; another pair, 
Beatrice and Benedick, who are perfectly 
matched in their disdain for love and for 
each other; and an accompanying cast of 
actors, directors, assistants, and others in 
the film industry. Several of the characters 
conspire to bring Beatrice and Benedick 
together, while others plot to drive Claudio 
and Hero apart. Comedy ensues as 
schemes entangle and love is challenged.
Perhaps the most brilliant thing 
about Shakespeare’s plays is their 
timelessness, with stories that can be 
adapted to any time or place. In this 
case, the plot of Much Ado comes to life 
full of entertainment industry pizzazz. 
Shakespeare’s iambic pentameter fits 
surprisingly well into this environment, 
particularly with the quick-flowing wit of 
Beatrice and Benedick. The well-designed 
set, seamless scene transitions, lively 
music, costumes, and colour schemes 
all come together to create an authentic 
sense of periodicity. The costumes are 
especially effective in capturing the spirit 
of the age. Snappy suits and elegant 
cocktail dresses stylishly demonstrate 
a colour scheme underlaid by greys, 
with more vibrant hues accenting the 
romantic parts of the play. Sunglasses 
and cigarettes play a visible part in 
bringing to life the entire vintage look. 
Director Murphy refers to Much Ado, 
in the program guide, as “Shakespeare’s 
greatest comedy,” and this adaptation 
handles the hilarity skillfully in juggling 
its several concurrent romantic schemes. 
Beatrice and Benedick’s verbal sparring 
is particularly amusing, especially 
after both become convinced that the 
other is secretly in love with them. 
However, the most riotously funny 
moment was probably the song and 
dance routine performed by a few 
of the characters around the middle 
of the play, which had much of the 
audience erupting in laughter.
For any first-time visitors to Bard 
on the Beach who may have reservations 
about a tent theatre, attending a 
show should convince you that it’s 
an unmissable Vancouver summer 
experience. The festival boasts two large 
stages within comfortable pavilions, as 
well as several concession stands with 
snacks, drinks, and a gift shop, in addition 
to the fabulous view of Vanier Park. The 
most notable aspect of the festival site is 
arguably the stage’s use of the location. 
Part of the BMO Mainstage is open to the 
outside, allowing for the view of the park 
and the water to be used as a backdrop 
and as natural lighting, with varying 
levels of exposure to the outside world in 
different scenes. This integration of the 
environ works especially well for evening 
shows: As the day progresses, the setting 
sun and darkening sky add openness 
and authenticity to the performance.
Much Ado About Nothing runs until 
September 23. However, if romance, 
comedy, and ’50s glam aren’t your thing, 
a Bard-goer can also catch a showing 
of The Winter’s Tale (until September 
22), The Merchant of Venice, Two 
Gentlemen of Verona, or Shylock, all 
running until mid to late September.
An improv tribute to Canada
A stylish ’50s rendition of a classic comedy
öö ‘Oh, Canada’ play review
öö Bard on the Beach’s ultra-snappy version of ‘Much Ado About Nothing’
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sports
Have an idea for a story? 
 sports@theotherpress.ca
Floyd Mayweather and Manny Pacquiao became (even more of) household 
names two years ago as their fight—which 
was much hyped-up by sports media—
came to a dull and anticlimactic end. 
This follows roughly a decade of falling 
ratings and disappointing venue turnouts, 
leading many dramatic sports websites to 
declare it the “end of boxing.”
Now, the sport has another chance 
to return to the American limelight as 
MMA champion Conor McGregor faces 
off against boxing champion Mayweather. 
It’s another hyped-up match, and one 
starting out with just as much controversy 
as what the Mayweather vs. Pacquiao 
fight ended with.
Floyd Mayweather is one of the 
most skilled and accomplished boxers 
in the history of the sport. The accuracy 
of his punches is unparalleled, his 
technique is sharp and flawless, and 
his out-of-game personality is in line 
with boxing tradition: loud, obnoxious, 
and aggressive. Both before and after 
the Pacquiao fight, Mayweather made 
multiple inflammatory and insulting 
comments about his opponent, including 
calling him a “sore loser” and using some 
racial slurs, among similar statements. 
Though this behaviour is nothing new 
to the sport, it did add to the media 
perception of boxing as an outdated sport 
past its prime. Despite retiring after the 
fight, Mayweather is an athlete and still 
very much represents classic boxing, with 
tightness and control being key, while also 
being a hugely controversial figure outside 
of the game.
Given that, it makes thematic sense 
that his opponent would be an outsider. 
Enter Conor McGregor, one of the most 
famous athletes in the last half decade. A 
long-time UFC champion and one of the 
most decorated MMA fighters around, 
McGregor represents the competition 
to boxing: a rival American martial arts 
sport, and one with considerably less 
controversy in judging and rulings. 
McGregor already has a history with 
Mayweather, having challenged him 
a few times over the years, and now 
he’s succeeded in drawing him out of 
retirement for a match already (and pre-
emptively) being called “The Fight of the 
Century.” 
Though it’s almost universally 
expected that Mayweather will win the 
fight by a considerable margin due to 
McGregor’s lack of experience in the field 
of boxing, the match holds undeniable 
symbolic meaning. As pay-per-view 
earnings fall and ratings plummet for 
boxing, McGregor vs. Mayweather will 
likely be the fight to determine whether 
or not boxing has finally, like most of 
its greatest champions, decided to hang 
up the gloves. Representing the future 
of fighting sports is the young and 
hotheaded McGregor. His opponent, the 
veteran Mayweather, is calm, calculated, 
and ruthless, everything that boxing 
is known for. It makes sense that the 
athletes representing their sports are 
among the greatest to ever perform in 
them. 
Though the headline may say 
Mayweather vs. McGregor, it may as 
well say boxing vs. MMA. A showdown 
long in the making, this fight represents 
more than the will of two great men. 
It represents a changing of the guard. 
While MMA will undoubtedly continue 
on as the ever popular UFC, this may be 
boxing’s final bout of glory. After all, why 
not go out with a bang? 
It’s been an exciting off season across the board of sports. Several massive 
contract extension have lined up the 
opportunity for this article! In particular, 
I’ll be looking at the Connor McDavid 
contract extension, and the Stephen 
Curry contract extensions. 
In many ways, McDavid and Curry 
play similar roles for their teams and 
organizations. McDavid has quickly 
become the face of the Edmonton Oilers 
since being drafted two years ago, and has 
nearly single handedly lead the team back 
into the playoffs and being Stanley Cup 
contenders. While he is no Crosby, with 
this contact extension, he’s paid just as 
much as him. In total, he’s set to make an 
average of $12.5 million dollars of over the 
next 8 years.
Now compare him to Stephen Curry, 
who recently received a $200 million 
dollar contract extension that will pay him 
an average of $40 million over the next 5 
years. Both players are elite athletes with 
similar positions within their respective 
organizations and leagues. Yet why does 
Curry make more than three times as 
much as McDavid? Or better yet, why do 
NBA player make much more than NHL 
players in general? 
For many, it’s a money gap that 
simply doesn’t make sense. However, it’s a 
whole lot more common than you would 
think. Stephen Curry makes $40 million 
annually. Lionel Messi makes € 40 million 
euro annually, and that’s without his 
bonuses throughout several competitions. 
It’s more like $60 million euro in a good 
year, which is about $70 and a half million 
US dollars. And this is still without 
sponsorships and endorsement deals on 
both ends. At the end of the day, they 
both make tons of money. But why do 
soccer players make more than any athlete 
in the world? 
Well it really comes down to the 
state of the league. The NHL and NFL are 
limited under a salary cap, which set the 
total amount a team can be spending on 
the salaries of a players. Furthermore, the 
NHL has a maximum for which players 
can make in salary money. Obviously 
this is a huge contributor to the pay gap 
between sports. 
The NBA also has a salary cap, but 
unlike the aforementioned NFL and NHL, 
it is not a hard cap. Teams can surpass 
the salary cap if the organization pays a 
luxury tax that is split amongst the league. 
This is why players like Curry are able to 
make $40 million dollars annually.  
Bridging the gap over the big lake, 
European football clubs play without 
a salary cap, unlike their American 
counterparts. So the pay range for a 
player is nearly limitless. Sure, there are 
economical rules that govern the leagues, 
but for the most part, the money keeps 
flowing. Players also often get bonuses 
based on a team’s performance in certain 
leagues or competitions. This further 
increases a player’s salary, although it 
isn’t guaranteed. More opportunities 
to earn a large paycheque is the biggest 
differential for the money gap between 
North American athletes and European 
soccer players. 
At a baseline, much of the money 
comes from the organization. Factors 
such as ticket prices, popularity, 
merchandise sales, television deals, 
sponsorships, and endorsements all 
contribute to the salary of a player. 
Though the pay gap exists, it’s reflective of 
how much money is coming into a league. 
Could we ever see a massive contract 
like Stephen Curry’s in the NHL? Maybe 
someday, but there’s a long way to go.
 O Opening the door to opportunity 
And more!
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Floyd Mayweather vs. Conor 
McGregor: The last hope for boxing
Understanding the money gap
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö One of the few headline-making boxing matches, and why it matters
öö Why are star players in different sports paid so differently?
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When we talk about high performance athletes, so often 
we talk about their physical ability. How 
fast can they run? How long can they 
run? How tall are they? All of those 
questions come up when watching a 
high performance athlete do what they 
do best. That’s because, when someone 
watches an athlete perform, they can only 
see the physical. But what about the stuff 
we can’t see? I’m not talking about ghosts, 
or some spiritual energy here; I’m talking 
about the mental side to the game, or 
what many coaches and scouts have 
referred to as the intangibles.
Mental performance is hard to 
measure, even hard to spot. Sometimes 
it’s referred to as the fighting spirit. 
Sometimes it’s referred to as the will to 
win. More often than not, it’s referred to 
as the intangibles—the stuff you can’t 
measure because it’s not physical. It’s an 
area that scientists are only beginning to 
grasp and explain. But if you ask a high 
performance athlete how they manage to 
perform week in and week out, they will 
tell you that it’s all mental. 
To get a better insight into the 
topic, I spoke to BC Lions fullback Rolly 
Lumbala. Lumbala had a chance to make 
the Miami Dolphins NFL team, and was 
invited to their training camp. However, 
he was cut from the team in September. 
While it was devastating at the time, 
Lumbala describes this as the moment 
that changed his life. “I was hurt at first, 
[getting cut]. It was extremely difficult, 
knowing how much time and effort I put 
into getting there. But at the same time, 
I can look back, and it was definitely a 
blessing in disguise. It helped me grow a 
lot, mentally, physically, and spiritually. I 
worked at my game. I asked the coaches 
what I needed to work on and I took 
that to heart, and I tried to be the best I 
could.” 
For Rolly, the biggest part of coming 
back was his mindset. But even for 
the hulking 6 foot 2 Lumbala, all that 
could help heal was time. “It took me 
a little [time] to bounce back. But then 
I had to come back here right away. I 
took the time I had from Miami back 
to re-energize myself. I told myself that 
once I land in BC, no more pouting, no 
more being frustrated, just take it from 
there.” It was this strong mindset that 
allowed him to bounce back, and keep 
his career on track. Though it may seem 
complicated, Lumbala says it’s just one 
philosophical thought that keeps him 
grounded: “My biggest thing is that you’re 
never too high, and you’re never too low. 
You’re never as good as you think, you’re 
never as bad as you think. Just try to stay 
as positive as you can. Focus on one play 
at a time. Just pile them in that way.” 
In many ways, one of the most 
important parts of playing sports over 
a long period of time is passion. Those 
who understand football understand that 
the fullback position is an undervalued 
position. Much like the left tackle is the 
quarterback’s best friend, the fullback is 
the running back’s best friend. Tasked 
with blocking the rushing lane, fullbacks 
are hardly players to rack up the numbers, 
and are often unrecognized for their 
effort. But that’s why being in love with 
the game is so important, and Lumbala 
illustrates just what that looks like: “I love 
the game. I love watching the guys, and 
I take a lot of pride [in them]. I rally my 
guys. I make sure the O-line is getting a 
good push, and it’s awesome to block for 
JJ [Jonathon Jennings] or [Chris] Rainey, 
or whoever’s back there. As well as being 
part of the game and blocking for Lulay, 
making sure we keep him up and stay 
clean that way. So there’s definitely a lot 
of pride being involved. We have such a 
great team and it’s such an honor to be 
able to wear these BC colours.” 
But although high performance 
athletes may seem like they’re a whole 
world apart from the common person, 
they are still human, and they still 
have bad days. After a tough loss, after 
a hard day, after you feel like you’ve 
pushed yourself as far as you can, 
Lumbala believes that it’s important 
to allow yourself to reset. “I think it’s 
just important to let yourself recharge. 
Whatever hobby you may have in your 
life, do it. It’s important to have a hobby 
in life, so you can recharge a little bit. 
And then come back, start lifting again, 
and prepare for the game. It’s important 
to know that mental health is a huge part 
of your game. You do a lot of meditation, 
a lot of mental preparation, and make 
sure you put in the work. That’s the most 
important thing. When you put in the 
work, it adds that confidence that you’re 
able to perform at a high level.” 
Though we often umbrella mental 
performance aspects under the term 
“mental health,” one thing that Rolly 
made sure to emphasize was the 
importance of recognizing mental 
strength. Though we can monitor mental 
health, and try to balance it, being 
mentally healthy is quite different from 
being mentally strong. “Mental strength 
is definitely a lifestyle. You can build 
that strength just like muscles. It’s being 
able to handle adversity the right way, 
recognizing adversity, going through 
a couple of things, the ups and downs. 
Again, not being too high, and not being 
too low, and always trying to look to 
improve and compete.” 
However, it wasn’t always that way 
for Rolly. Like anybody, he had to learn 
what he knows now, and according to 
him, it wasn’t the easiest thing to do. 
“There was definitely a learning curve. 
From the college ranks to the pros. The 
season is a very long season. How to take 
care of your body, how to go through 
performing every day, how to get up 
every day, ready to practice or perform 
on game day. There was a learning curve 
absolutely. [But] I have a couple sayings I 
always tell myself—every day, throughout 
the game, at practice—and it became a 
habit. There’s a couple things I do every 
morning, meditation and prayers, and 
that helps me reset.” 
It may be impossible to physically 
grasp the mental side of the game, but it 
definitely shows. Being mentally strong 
can be the difference maker in so many 
different situations. Whether that is 
being a leader, or just being able to carry 
it through by yourself, you have to have 
mental strength to see it through. You can 
be as tall and muscular as you want, but 
if you pack it up after going down, you’ll 
never be able to reach your peak.
Tough as a Lion
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Inside the head of BC Lions fullback Rolly Lumbala
You’re never as good as you think, 
you’re never as bad as you think. Just 
try to stay as positive as you can.”
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On August 6, Vancouver will be commemorating its 39th anniversary of 
celebrating Pride. Pride in Vancouver 
began in 1973, when the Gay Alliance Toward 
Equality hosted their first pride event, 
a picnic at Ceperley Park. It wasn’t until 
five years later, in 1978, that the first 
Vancouver Pride Parade was organized, and 
since then Vancouver has been famous for 
having one of the biggest Pride parades 
in the world. To fully appreciate the 
celebration of Pride, it is important to 
understand the history behind it, the events 
that unfolded, and the people who made it 
all possible.
The year was 1969. Police raids at gay bars 
and clubs were a common occurrence, so 
much so that patrons would typically leave 
the bar and disperse within a matter of 
minutes, but in the early hours of morning 
on June 28, the patrons of the Stonewall Inn 
were fed up. Fed up with being constantly 
targeted by police, for being discriminated 
against, and for being unable to express 
their individuality, for the first time in 
history, they fought back.
The Stonewall Inn was a mafia-run gay club 
and bar on Christopher Street in New York 
City. The 1960s were not a welcoming time 
for LGBTQ+ folk, in New York especially. 
Solicitation of homosexual relations was 
illegal in the state during this time, 
and there was a statute in place that 
allowed police to arrest those 
who were wearing less than 
three gender specific 
articles of clothing. 
Because of these 
inequalities, the 
only place for gay, 
lesbian and trans 
folk to socialize 
freely was at 
gay bars. 
Naturally, 
they flocked 
to these 
clubs as 
a place 
of refuge. 
Only in the 
gay clubs 
could LGBTQ+ 
people express 
themselves, express 
their sexuality, and 
socialize with their 
community without 
anxiety. However, gay 
bars at the time were 
susceptible to raids 
by police as it was 
illegal to engage 
in publicly gay 
behaviour. It was 
also legal to 
deny a suspected 
homosexual alcohol 
because, as the 
New York State 
Liquor Authority 
argued, homosexuals gathering was in itself 
a disorderly act. 
The New York City mafia saw a way to 
capitalize on the needs of the LGBTQ+ folk 
by opening up their own gay clubs and bars, 
and in 1966 they purchased, renovated, and 
reopened the Stonewall Inn, a previously 
straight bar and restaurant. Stonewall 
quickly became popular as a safe space 
for LGBTQ+ folk, drag queens (who were not 
welcome at any other institutions), and 
runaways or homeless youth. It was also one 
of the only gay bars that allowed dancing. 
Police still raided the club, but since the 
mafia paid them off to leave the club alone, 
they would receive a tip if the police were 
on their way. However, on that early June 
morning, that tip never came.
Armed with a warrant, police entered the 
club, roughed up patrons, and arrested about 
13 people who were either employees at the 
club or violators of the gender clothing 
statute. Female officers would have to 
take violators to the bathrooms to check 
if their sex was in accordance with their 
clothing. Police raids were routine at the 
time, and patrons would usually leave the 
club and filter out quickly, but this time 
the gay community was tired of the constant 
harassment and fought back. Patrons and 
neighbouring residents stayed outside of the 
bar rather than dispersing and yelled at the 
police. They watched and became increasingly 
agitated as police arrested and man-handled 
several patrons.
It wasn’t until one officer hit 
a woman over the head as he 
forced her into a paddy wagon—
she responded by shouting at 
onlookers to do something—
that the crowd was incited 
to throw objects at the 
police. What happened next 
is still something of a 
mystery. Some say people 
started throwing coins at 
the police, a symbolization 
of the corruption of the 
New York state authorities. 
Some say Marsha P. Johnson, 
a trans woman of colour and 
gay rights activist, threw 
the first bottle. Some 
say Sylvia Rivera, also 
a trans woman of colour 
and activist, threw 
the first brick. As 
Kelendria Nation, a trans 
woman of colour educator 
and activist said, “The 
Stonewall riots are a bit 
of a folklore; no one knows 
what really happened or who 
threw the first bottle, but 
we do know that trans women 
were at the forefront.”  
Within minutes, a riot erupted 
between the patrons of the Stonewall 
Inn and the NYPD. As police attempted 
to diffuse the crowd, the protest spread to 
neighbouring streets. Order was not restored 
until NYC riot police were called in. The 
crowd was eventually dispersed, but riots 
and protests continued on with as much as 
one thousand people. Six days of protests 
and violent demonstrations against the New 
York law enforcement followed the riot, 
becoming the first major protest for the 
equal rights of LGBTQ+ folk and serving as a 
catalyst of the gay rights movement. 
Gay rights activists began plotting the 
first ever pride parade on June 28, 1970; 
exactly one year after the Stonewall Riots. 
They marched over 51 blocks, and at their 
destination they then held a “gay-in.” News 
of this picked up, Pride marches began 
happening all over America, and soon it 
became a yearly tradition. The birth of gay 
pride. The Stonewall Inn is now a monument, 
and Christopher Park  hosts a national 
monument with statues commemorating the 
people who paved the way for gay liberation. 
However, even though trans icons like Marsha 
P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera were major 
icons in the riots and in the gay rights 
liberation, they are not represented by 
these statues. 
Marsha P. Johnson was a trans icon, drag 
queen, activist and revolutionary figure 
in the liberation of LGBTQ people. In 1970, 
she joined the Gay Liberation Front and met 
fellow trans activist Sylvia Rivera. The two 
quickly became good friends and created the 
Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries 
(STAR), a gender nonconforming and 
transgender activist organization. They also 
founded the STAR house, the first housing 
organization that supplied clothes, food, 
shelter, and advice to homeless or troubled 
trans youth. They fought for their entire 
lives for the inclusion of drag queens and 
trans people in the pride movement until 
their unfortunate deaths, which were deemed 
suicides by the police. Johnson did have a 
history of mental illness, but close friends 
of hers have stated that she was never 
suicidal. Considering the violence that took 
place against trans people, especially trans 
people of colour in the past and even in the 
present (GLAAD claims that 15 transgender 
women of colour have been killed in 2017 
alone), Johnson’s death as a homicide is 
plausible. 
We hold our Pride events today because of 
the brave LGBTQ+ people who had nothing else 
to lose and fought hard for LGBTQ+ equality 
and representation. We have Pride not only 
to commemorate those people, but also to 
demand visibility, equality, and solidarity 
for all gay, lesbian, and transgender people 
around the world. You might not feel a 
connection to those who protested in New 
York in 1969, but it is only because of them 
that we are able to celebrate Pride at all. 
It may seem like we have come a long way 
since the Stonewall riots, but we aren’t 
quite finished fighting yet.
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Equality hosted their first pride event, 
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were fed up. Fed up with being constantly 
targeted by police, for being discriminated 
against, and for being unable to express 
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The Stonewall Inn was a mafia-run gay club 
and bar on Christopher Street in New York 
City. The 1960s were not a welcoming time 
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and there was a statute in place that 
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behaviour. It was 
also legal to 
deny a suspected 
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because, as the 
New York State 
Liquor Authority 
argued, homosexuals gathering was in itself 
a disorderly act. 
The New York City mafia saw a way to 
capitalize on the needs of the LGBTQ+ folk 
by opening up their own gay clubs and bars, 
and in 1966 they purchased, renovated, and 
reopened the Stonewall Inn, a previously 
straight bar and restaurant. Stonewall 
quickly became popular as a safe space 
for LGBTQ+ folk, drag queens (who were not 
welcome at any other institutions), and 
runaways or homeless youth. It was also one 
of the only gay bars that allowed dancing. 
Police still raided the club, but since the 
mafia paid them off to leave the club alone, 
they would receive a tip if the police were 
on their way. However, on that early June 
morning, that tip never came.
Armed with a warrant, police entered the 
club, roughed up patrons, and arrested about 
13 people who were either employees at the 
club or violators of the gender clothing 
statute. Female officers would have to 
take violators to the bathrooms to check 
if their sex was in accordance with their 
clothing. Police raids were routine at the 
time, and patrons would usually leave the 
club and filter out quickly, but this time 
the gay community was tired of the constant 
harassment and fought back. Patrons and 
neighbouring residents stayed outside of the 
bar rather than dispersing and yelled at the 
police. They watched and became increasingly 
agitated as police arrested and man-handled 
several patrons.
It wasn’t until one officer hit 
a woman over the head as he 
forced her into a paddy wagon—
she responded by shouting at 
onlookers to do something—
that the crowd was incited 
to throw objects at the 
police. What happened next 
is still something of a 
mystery. Some say people 
started throwing coins at 
the police, a symbolization 
of the corruption of the 
New York state authorities. 
Some say Marsha P. Johnson, 
a trans woman of colour and 
gay rights activist, threw 
the first bottle. Some 
say Sylvia Rivera, also 
a trans woman of colour 
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Kelendria Nation, a trans 
woman of colour educator 
and activist said, “The 
Stonewall riots are a bit 
of a folklore; no one knows 
what really happened or who 
threw the first bottle, but 
we do know that trans women 
were at the forefront.”  
Within minutes, a riot erupted 
between the patrons of the Stonewall 
Inn and the NYPD. As police attempted 
to diffuse the crowd, the protest spread to 
neighbouring streets. Order was not restored 
until NYC riot police were called in. The 
crowd was eventually dispersed, but riots 
and protests continued on with as much as 
one thousand people. Six days of protests 
and violent demonstrations against the New 
York law enforcement followed the riot, 
becoming the first major protest for the 
equal rights of LGBTQ+ folk and serving as a 
catalyst of the gay rights movement. 
Gay rights activists began plotting the 
first ever pride parade on June 28, 1970; 
exactly one year after the Stonewall Riots. 
They marched over 51 blocks, and at their 
destination they then held a “gay-in.” News 
of this picked up, Pride marches began 
happening all over America, and soon it 
became a yearly tradition. The birth of gay 
pride. The Stonewall Inn is now a monument, 
and Christopher Park  hosts a national 
monument with statues commemorating the 
people who paved the way for gay liberation. 
However, even though trans icons like Marsha 
P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera were major 
icons in the riots and in the gay rights 
liberation, they are not represented by 
these statues. 
Marsha P. Johnson was a trans icon, drag 
queen, activist and revolutionary figure 
in the liberation of LGBTQ people. In 1970, 
she joined the Gay Liberation Front and met 
fellow trans activist Sylvia Rivera. The two 
quickly became good friends and created the 
Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries 
(STAR), a gender nonconforming and 
transgender activist organization. They also 
founded the STAR house, the first housing 
organization that supplied clothes, food, 
shelter, and advice to homeless or troubled 
trans youth. They fought for their entire 
lives for the inclusion of drag queens and 
trans people in the pride movement until 
their unfortunate deaths, which were deemed 
suicides by the police. Johnson did have a 
history of mental illness, but close friends 
of hers have stated that she was never 
suicidal. Considering the violence that took 
place against trans people, especially trans 
people of colour in the past and even in the 
present (GLAAD claims that 15 transgender 
women of colour have been killed in 2017 
alone), Johnson’s death as a homicide is 
plausible. 
We hold our Pride events today because of 
the brave LGBTQ+ people who had nothing else 
to lose and fought hard for LGBTQ+ equality 
and representation. We have Pride not only 
to commemorate those people, but also to 
demand visibility, equality, and solidarity 
for all gay, lesbian, and transgender people 
around the world. You might not feel a 
connection to those who protested in New 
York in 1969, but it is only because of them 
that we are able to celebrate Pride at all. 
It may seem like we have come a long way 
since the Stonewall riots, but we aren’t 
quite finished fighting yet.
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Opening the door to opportunity
öö Royals women’s volleyball adds eight in offseason
Last season was one of the best that the Royals women’s volleyball program 
has had in the last decade. Coming one 
game short of a National appearance is 
no small feat. The Royals showed that 
they can play, and this year they will have 
to prove that they can do it consistently. 
That may be harder than it sounds, as 
the team lost several key pieces over the 
offseason. However, head coach Jeff Ross 
has done well to balance the team with 
youth. Joining the Royals will be a total of 
eight new players, who will push for roster 
spots. Let’s take a look the new recruits: 
Natalie Demers
5’8” Libero
T2 Volleyball Club 
Kelowna Secondary School (Kelowna)
A veteran in her own right, Natalie 
Demers may only be a freshman, but she 
has the composure of a senior. Her years 
spent on the court and on the beach have 
honed her skills, and now she brings 
them with her as she joins the Royals. 
While she may argue that she is ready 
for the PACWEST, it’s likely that Jeff 
Ross will ease her transition into college 
volleyball. Though she may come out as 
a big surprise during pre-season, expect 
her to play limited minutes and scenarios 
otherwise. 
Laura Greene
5’11” Middle
Mariners Volleyball Club
Nanaimo District Secondary School 
(Nanaimo)
The VIU Mariner’s prospect Laura 
Greene made shockwaves when she 
announced her commitment to the 
Douglas College Royals. Perhaps it was 
time for change, or a new challenge? 
Only she will know. Greene comes to the 
Royals with a pedigree profile, having 
captained her high school team, as well 
as maintained her studies during time 
as a high performance athlete. Laura’s 
leadership history will be a boon to the 
Royals, who are captain-less for the first 
time in a long time. However, she has a 
battle ahead of her as she competes with 
fellow recruits, as well as Olivia Cesaretti 
and Georgia Hurry, who are favourites for 
the starter position.  
Emily Hoffman
5’11” Middle
T2 Volleyball Club
Penticton High School (Penticton)
Similar to her fellow recruit Laura, 
Emily Hoffman joins the Royals with an 
abundance of leadership ability, having 
captained and coached at her high 
school before graduating. Now she’s 
ready to make a splash at the collegiate 
level. Lest she outperforms everyone else 
on the team during preseason, watch for 
Hoffman to receive limited minutes and 
court time this year. Her presence will 
be felt more so from the bench, where 
she’ll have the chance to make a positive 
impact on the team. 
Caet McCorkell
6’1” Outside Hitter
Junior Heat Volleyball Club
Sa-Hali Secondary (Kamloops)
Joining the Royals this season will be two 
time Team BC player and All-Star Caet 
McCorkell. The role of left side hitter has 
opened up as Julianna Penner finished 
her career at Douglas last year. With 
Vania Oliveira being the favourite to take 
over at the dominant hitting position, 
the question has become who her 
partner will be. Caet McCorkell will have 
a very real chance at cracking the starting 
roster at that position. 
Kendra Potskin
5’11” Middle
Prince George Youth Volleyball Club
Prince George Secondary School 
(Prince George)
The biggest wildcard of Jeff Ross’ recruits 
so far, Kendra Potskin has the potential 
to forge her position on the team. But 
she also has the most potential to wind 
up red-shirted by the team, training with 
the Royals and improving her skills while 
contesting for a spot on next year’s roster. 
As they all say, trust the system—it’ll get 
you there. 
Sarah Watson
6’1” Outside Hitter
Junior Heat Volleyball Club
Kelowna Secondary School (Kelowna)
Sarah Watson is yet another high profile 
athlete that Jeff Ross has added to his 
now star studded roster. Standing at a 
height of 6’1”, Watson could very well 
find herself in a depth position on the 
team as she is moved around the front 
line to accommodate the Royals’ needs. 
Expect Watson to play depth minutes 
this season, rotating in and out whenever 
necessary. 
Bailey Zulinick
6’0” Outside Hitter
Junior Heat Volleyball Club
George Elliot Secondary (Lake Country)
Arguably the strongest recruit to come 
into the program this year, Bailey 
Zulinick is a three time Athlete of 
the Year at her former high school of 
George Elliot. She is also a proven MVP, 
winning multiple awards across multiple 
tournaments. There’s no doubt that 
Zulinick brings bundles of raw talent 
with her. Now, the Royals have the 
chance to refine it and help her become a 
truly special player. 
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
Vancouver is expecting lots of hot sun this month, so here are some cool 
sports to keep you active this summer!
Swimming. Everybody knows 
that being submerged in cool water 
is the perfect way to beat the summer 
heat. Whether you swim a couple of 
competitive laps or swim just for fun, 
summer is the perfect time to hit the 
pools, whether they’re indoor or outdoor. 
Following suit with our aquatic antics, 
another great sport for the summer is diving. 
Go on top of that diving board and test your 
bravery as you plummet through the air into 
the refreshing water. It should be said that 
you should probably listen to those signs 
and only dive into the deep end of pools. 
If you’re into more dry activities, 
perhaps you should try beach volleyball. 
While building sandcastles, bathing 
under the sun, and taking a dip are all 
appealing options when going to the 
beach, you can’t forget about hitting the 
sandy courts for a game of volleyball. Who 
doesn’t love rolling around in the sand 
trying to bump, set, and spike? Go find a 
volleyball, a big net, and get competitive!
Now, if you’re not so much into the 
beach, or the water, maybe you’ll enjoy 
a nice game of Frisbee. Though this can 
be played on the beach, more often than 
not, Frisbee is enjoyed in the park. It is 
not as easy as it looks, and it will definitely 
get you running, as well as putting your 
hand-eye coordination to the test.
If you’re someone that enjoys nature 
and the great outdoors, maybe rock 
climbing will be your niche. Although I 
definitely don’t recommending starting 
there. Most start training indoors, climbing 
set walls before scaling behemoth cliff 
faces. It will definitely test your balance 
and strength. If you’re up for a challenge 
and love the adrenaline rush then go check 
out some places where you can do rock 
climbing in nature. Remember to do this 
assisted by a professional rock climber who 
can coach you and make sure that you have 
the right equipment! Otherwise, if you have 
experience and can do this on your own then 
tell someone your whereabouts, as you don’t 
want to end up like the guy in 127 Hours. 
And last but definitely not least on 
this list is biking. Riding your bicycle 
around the neighbourhood or even 
hitting up one of BC’s numerous biking 
trails is an ideal way to work out your legs 
while feeling the breeze on your face. 
Don’t forget to wear a helmet, though!
Summer exclusive sports
öö Getting active in the summer
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
Ph
o
to
 v
ia
 d
o
u
g
la
sc
o
lle
g
er
o
ya
ls
.c
a
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Have an idea for a story? 
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
I’ve covered a lot of products here over the last couple years, but sometimes a 
single treasured find or good deal can’t 
be stretched out into a whole article. 
Here is a collection of recommendations 
for amazing looking skin. 
Boscia Black Charcoal Blotting Linens
No matter how good your foundation, 
primer, or setting powder is, sometimes 
oil still sneaks through. I’ve tried a lot 
of different blotting papers to combat 
this, but I found that a lot of them pulled 
my makeup off with the oil. The Boscia 
charcoal blotting papers are not only the 
best I’ve tried at absorbing oil quickly and 
easily, but they stay true to their promise 
of not disturbing my makeup. The black 
charcoal is there to help purify your 
pores, which would be a benefit for 
those who wear less makeup than I 
do. They also come in Green Tea with 
antioxidants for people who struggle 
with acne. Although they’re about 
twice as much as drugstore blotting 
papers—$14 at Sephora—the 100-
pack will last for a long time and 
the increase in quality is worth it. 
Essence Say NO to Dark 
Circles, Imperfections, 
Redness Concealer Sticks
As I’ve covered previously, 
Essence is a treasure-trove of 
ultra-budget makeup. Their 
concealer crayons come in three shades—
pink, green, and beige—and are each 
targeted at one problem area. As usual, 
the green stick is for redness, the pink 
is to brighten up dark circles, and the 
beige is for general concealing. They 
all work well, although they aren’t full 
coverage, and I use the first two fairly 
often. However, the beige is a bit dark 
and unnatural on me, and it won’t work 
for people with darker skin tones, either. 
They’re super easy to apply since they 
do come as a crayon, and they blend in 
easily. This is a good recommendation 
for people looking to try out targeted 
concealing like this, and better than a 
concealing palette since you can buy 
as many or as few of the colours as 
you need. At $3.99 each at Shoppers, 
these are a must try.
There is one caveat, however. Some 
Essence stands have begun replacing 
these with a new line of colour correcting 
sticks, with three new colours—purple 
for dull skin, pink for tired skin, and 
yellow for dark circles—and a new 
price-point of $5.99. Although I have 
not tested these, I would hope that 
the higher price correlates with better 
quality. Either way, these and their 
cheaper versions are a great deal.
Physicians Formula Argan 
Wear Glow Oil
Over the last few years, Argan Oil has 
become an essential 
ingredient in beauty. 
You can buy 
Argan Oil hair 
products, skincare, and even nail polish. 
However, getting your hands on 
a bottle of the stuff can be expensive. 
Luckily, Physician’s Formula offers a 
budget friendly option at $20 for 30 
millilitres. It’s 100 per cent Argan Oil, 
and that means it can be applied to your 
hair, face, nails—where ever you want! 
To compare, Josie Maran at Sephora 
offers the same product at 50 millilitres 
for $60. If you deal with dry hair, skin, or 
nails, this is definitely worth trying out.
Are you super lazy? Do you hate cooking, but also hate 
starving? Are you constantly in a 
rush? Well, you’re in luck, because 
I have some quick fixes for you. 
The lazy chef in me knows that there 
is nothing better than wreaking sweet 
havoc on my microwave. It’s convenient 
and fast, and you don’t need to be a rocket 
scientist to understand how it works—not 
like those nasty convection ovens! So, for 
my friends on the go, here are some “mug 
meals” that you can make on your own.
Soup of the day
Ingredients:
-half a tomato, sliced
-three stemmed and  
  quartered mushrooms
-1/2 tsp garlic powder
-1/2 tsp dried parsley flakes
-1 cup vegetable broth
-a handful of spinach
In a large mug combine the broth, 
tomatoes, mushrooms, garlic powder, 
and parsley. Cover this with a saucer 
completely, then microwave for two 
to three minutes depending on your 
microwave’s heat setting. It’s done 
when the mushrooms look steamed 
and the tomatoes have softened. Toss 
in your spinach and stir before eating.
The poor man’s pizza
Ingredients:
-4 tbsp flour
-1/8 tsp salt
-1/8 tsp baking powder
-3 tbsp milk
-1 tbsp olive oil
-2 tbsp canned or   
  jarred marinara sauce
-pinch of baking soda
In a mug, combine the flour, salt, baking 
powder, and baking soda. Thoroughly 
mix in the oil and milk so that there 
are no chunks, or until it looks like 
dough. When you’re done mixing, 
layer the marinara sauce, as well as 
whatever toppings you want—I prefer 
just having cheese and some rosemary, 
but you do you boo. Microwave for one 
and a half to two minutes. Let it sit for 
a bit so it can cool down, then enjoy!
Basic brownie
Ingredients:
-3 tbsp flour
-3 tbsp brown sugar
-3 tbsp cocoa powder
-3 tbsp canola oil
-3 tbsp water
-1/2 tsp vanilla extract
-2 tsp white chocolate chips
Combine all the ingredients (except 
for the chocolate chips) in a regular 
sized mug. Mix until everything is 
even and there are no random dry 
spots of only powder. Then stir in the 
chocolate chips. Microwave for one 
minute, then let it stand until it is at 
room temperature. For extra fun, you 
can top with ice cream or whip cream.
Beauty on a budget: Odds and ends
öö Get great looking skin this summer
Lauren Kelly
Editor-in-Chief
Meatless Monday: Mug meals
öö Quick and easy meals to make in your microwave
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Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 O Absolut drag-u-lous
 O Anime-zing
 O Making a wish
And more!
life & style // no. 16 theotherpress.ca
Though I had heard of it before, I’d never really explored Wish.com 
or taken the time to understand what 
it was. I had seen it in an ad on the 
sidebar, or spoken about it halfheartedly 
among  co-workers. Now that I’ve 
actual used the site, I have come to 
realize that it is the online shopping 
equivalent of playing poker. That is to 
say it’s an intense form of gambling.
Wish.com is an online shopping 
site where sellers will blow out old stock 
at ridiculously discounted prices. Some 
of the items are free, even, and you just 
have to pay shipping and handling. You 
can find everything from cellphones to 
cardigans, but for the sake of this article 
and reporting on my own experiences, I 
will be focusing on the fashion aspect. 
The Wish website is hard to navigate 
because there is just so much on there 
that you can lose hours trying to search 
for something specific. The website seems 
made for browsing, instead. The search 
bar seems to work best with broad and 
basic descriptions, much like eBay. So 
simply typing “sweater” will return far 
too many results, while using brand and 
design names such as “Nike Women’s 
Tanjun Athletics Sneakers” won’t return 
any. You also have to keep in mind 
that many of the sellers on Wish are in 
Asia, so their English communication 
skills and ability to speak and write in 
English varies from seller to seller. 
This brings me to my next, and 
probably my most important point—
there is no guarantee that the items 
you purchased will be exactly how you 
see them in the pictures. This is why I 
refer to Wish as a bit of a gamble. In my 
experience, receiving items from Wish has 
been both good and bad. I’ve gotten really 
amazing pieces that rival some of the 
design labels available in Pacific Centre—
but I’ve also gotten some WTF stuff that 
I’m positive I never ordered, and was 
actually a mix up at whatever warehouse 
it came from. Unlike eBay, there is no 
way to rate the seller of the item, or at 
least none that I can find. Listings go 
up and are available until they sell out. 
They are not organized by seller at all. 
To combat this, the people who use 
the site seem to comment religiously. 
It is not unusual to see a listing with 
several comments stating various 
experiences in receiving the item—
both good and bad. This makes using 
Wish a little easier. You can find out 
important things, like whether or not 
the item in question runs small, or 
what kind of fabric it’s made from. 
The last thing I noticed was the 
shipping time. Because Wish items 
come from various locations, and are 
sent by different people, the shipping 
time can be a bit of a crapshoot. Some 
sellers are really fast and you’ll get 
your garment in a little over a month, 
while others might take three. 
As a student, Wish is a good 
option for replenishing or starting a 
new wardrobe—just buyer beware, 
and don’t expect next-day shipping!
There’s no denying it; anime (stylized Japanese cartoons) is slowly becoming 
more a part of the mainstream. But that 
hasn’t made it any easier for fans to find 
their favourite shows, or for newbies to 
catch up on all those quintessential series 
that have so far eluded them. As a devoted 
lover of all things from magical girl to 
mech, I’ve compiled a list of the three 
most popular anime streaming services 
to highlight the pros and cons of each.
Crunchyroll
Crunchyroll is probably the most well-
known streaming service for anime. 
I do love their user interface—it’s 
sleek and easy to understand—but 
my favourite feature of Crunchyroll 
is also its most problematic. 
A Crunchyroll app can be 
downloaded onto your gaming console. 
This means easy access to your favourite 
anime from your television as opposed to 
just your computer. This was great at first, 
but about three months in the service 
stopped working. A quick search on the 
internet showed me that I wasn’t alone, 
as lots of people were having the same 
issue, even people who had premium 
paid accounts (more on this later). Now, 
I’ve pretty much given up on the app 
working; it’s been over a year and it works 
maybe once every two or three months. 
Besides the issues with the console 
app, Crunchyroll has another glaring 
problem. Crunchyroll users are on 
a tier system—you have the people 
who use it for free and the people 
who pay a monthly subscription fee. 
People who pay a fee don’t have to 
watch commercials, and their anime 
is broadcast in HD as opposed to the 
standard 480p. They also have access to 
a larger anime library. As Crunchyroll 
gets more aggressive in pressuring 
users to upgrade their accounts, more 
and more series are being restricted, 
which is getting pretty annoying.
One of Crunchyroll’s pros, however, 
is that they translate and subtitle their 
own anime, which allows them to 
simulcast. This means that when an 
episode is released in Japan you can 
watch the subtitled version that same 
week on Crunchyroll. These simulcasts 
are generally not tier restricted—though 
paid members do get access to the new 
episodes earlier—so Crunchyroll is great 
if you’re following a current series. 
Netflix
Believe it or not, Netflix does have an 
anime section, it’s just fairly small and 
“eclectic.” To say that the Netflix anime 
library is varied would be a massive 
understatement—it’s downright crazy. 
Their available anime basically falls 
into three categories: adorable, original, 
and “ecchi.” Adorable anime—such as 
Little Witch Academia and Fairy Tail—is 
cute and fun and usually meant for a 
younger audience. Their original anime 
series—such as Knights of Sidonia and 
Castlevania—are actually quite good, 
and I highly recommend them. 
Then you get to the “ecchi,” which is 
a slang word that roughly translates into 
“pervert.” Though not pornographic, this 
type of anime does feature a lot of T and 
A, and is mostly focused on panty-shots. 
If you’re looking for a streaming 
service where you can watch popular 
series, anime classics, or even just a 
site where you can browse until you 
find something that interests you, 
then I would definitely avoid Netflix. 
KissAnime
I won’t sugarcoat it, KissAnime has the 
most awful user interface on the planet. 
It’s confusing, the search bar doesn’t 
work correctly, titles are case sensitive, 
and there are ads everywhere. However, 
out of the three streaming services I 
have mentioned, I use KissAnime the 
most. Why? To put it very simply, it 
comes down to selection. Everything on 
KissAnime is free to watch, including the 
dubbed series. There are no commercials, 
though you might have to put up with 
the occasional buffering, especially if 
you don’t hit “hide” on every ad once 
you’re on the episode page. You also 
don’t need an account to use it, which 
is nice. This does mean you’ll have to 
pass an I-am-human-and-not-a-bot 
test before watching an episode. 
My favourite thing about KissAnime 
is their library, as it is extensive and 
covers pretty much every genre you can 
think of. Though the search bar does 
require a delicate hand, their anime list 
can be sorted by title or genre, and this 
is generally an easier option for if you 
know what you want or if you just watch 
to browse, since clicking on a title will 
bring up a short synopsis. Admittedly, 
this service does take some getting used 
to, but it’s worth the effort for people who 
have exhausted Netflix and Crunchyroll.
Making a wish
Anime-zing
öö Things to know before shopping Wish.com
öö Streaming services to check out for your anime fix
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag #DougLife, 
for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s post is by @dhhcofficial
öö Baby’s first drag show
It was Saturday night, I had just finished a RuPaul’s Drag Race marathon, 
and I was drunk—very drunk—
meaning it was the perfect recipe for 
my first ever drag show experience. 
Ever since I watched my first episode 
of RuPaul’s Drag Race (RPDR) I knew I 
had to experience the real thing. I loved 
their performances, humour, outfits, 
and most of all, passion for the craft. 
Going into it, I was quite nervous for my 
first show because I had no idea what to 
expect. My friend and I had a few drinks, 
got ready, and were on our way to The 
Junction on Davie street in Vancouver. 
The event was called ABSOLUT DRAG-
U-LOUS hosted by Carlotta Gurl, one of 
Vancouver’s most popular drag personas. 
The show was amazing. It was 
everything I loved about RPDR and 
more. The performances were so fun to 
watch that I could not take my eyes off 
the queens. My favourite performance 
was the first of the night, Raye Sunshine. 
She came out in a beautiful blue sparkled 
sequin jumper with a big, black curly 
wig to perform a memorable lip-synch 
of “Hot Stuff” by Donna Summer. 
In hindsight, I have no idea what 
I was nervous about. The show was 
fantastic and I had a great time, but going 
to your first drag show can sometimes 
be a bit intimidating. For any drag 
show first timers out there, here are 
some tips that are helpful to know:
Tip your local drag queens! In a lot 
of cases, drag queens aren’t paid at all 
for their performances and have to rely 
on tips. Some high rollers tip about $20 
a performance but $5–10 is the average. 
As for how you tip: The queen will 
usually make her way to the audience 
during her performance to collect tips, 
or you can just walk up to them and tip 
them while they perform—just don’t get 
in the way. If you are unsure, just look 
to see how everyone else is doing it. 
Do not put the money in your teeth 
or cleavage (it’s gross). Do not hold the 
money and make her “work for it,” she 
already is working for it. And do not put 
the money in the performers cleavage 
unless you are prompted—believe me, you 
will know when you are being prompted.
Do not heckle or boo. It’s just rude, 
no matter where you are, to harass a 
performer on stage, and it can throw off 
their performance. You’ll just be ruining 
the experience for everyone else.
Do not touch the queen’s hair or 
face. I don’t know why anyone would do 
this. Their hair and makeup takes hours 
to do. It’s a work of art and an essential 
part to the show. If it’s tampered with, 
in any way, it can ruin the performance, 
or worse, you’ll piss off a drag queen. 
Dress nicely. Something comfortable 
and cute will do. You don’t have to 
go all out, but you don’t want to look 
like you just rolled out of bed either. 
There is always a chance you could 
be pulled on stage, so be prepared. 
Do not put your hand up for anything 
unless you want to be made fun of. Usually 
during performances drag queens will ask 
if there are any first timers or something to 
that degree. Drag queens are well known 
for their sass so unless you are prepared 
for a good ribbing keep your hand down.
Other than that, feel free to 
hoot, holler, scream, and clap. 
Even a “YAAAASSS” or a “WERK” is 
appropriate—anything to encourage 
the performers. Drag queens love 
attention, so don’t disappoint them, 
and, most importantly, enjoy the show!
Absolut drag-u-lous
The summer is almost over, and we here at the Other 
Press are getting ready for a busy fall semester. 
However, that doesn’t mean we can’t squeeze every last ounce 
of fun out of the time we have left! Parties are being had, 
friends are coming and going—and like sand through the 
hour glass, these are the days of our lives... or something. 
Anyway, to ensure we have the best August possible, we’ve decided to 
celebrate the greatest decade that ever was—the ’80s! So sit back and 
enjoy this special edition of the Other Playlist, available now on Spotify!
Africa by Toto (Greg)
You’re the Voice by John Farnham (Rebecca)
I Feel Love by Donna Summer (Jessica)
Land of a Thousand Dances by The J. Geils Band (Ed)
Save It for Later by The English Beat (Cazzy)
Total Eclipse of the Heart by Bonnie Tyler (Chandler)
Like a Prayer by Madonna (Carlos)
Straight Up by Paula Abdul (Brittney)
Who Wants to Live Forever by Queen (Caroline)
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
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OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story? 
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
 O Public smoking should be banned
 O Canadians deserve better equality across 
the provinces
And more!
Canada currently spends $18.9 billion on the military. Over the next 10 
years, it is set to increase that budget to 
$32.7 billion, nearly doubling in scale. 
I am not anti-military, and I 
understand the country needs troops to 
exercise peace and conflict resolution 
around the world. However, I feel 
that many missions, particularly in 
conjunction with our allies, are immoral 
and unnecessary. How many civilians 
are killed in air strikes by Canadian 
bombers? How many Canadian missions 
have ended up unsuccessful in causing 
any sort of permanent damage to the 
enemy? How many missions do we 
participate in simply because all of 
our friends around the globe are also 
bombing that particular country?
Many Canadians join the military 
for personal benefit. A lot of military 
spending goes towards recruitment 
and benefits of those in active service, 
particularly in the field of higher 
education. If some of the increased 
spending went towards benefitting 
all Canadians, the military wouldn’t 
need such a high budget. If education 
in Canada was free to begin with, 
the military wouldn’t need to spend 
so much on soldier tuition.
A portion of Canadian military 
spending goes to the arms industry, an 
area fraught in immoral trade. Justin 
Trudeau was heavily criticized for selling 
weapons to Saudi Arabia, and these arms 
were used on video against civilians. A 
lot of military spending, in a world of a 
global military-industrial complex, goes 
towards funding this sort of horrible 
thing. Ally-ship is complicated, but we 
should all be able to agree that killing 
innocent civilians is never justifiable. 
In this War of the Words, my 
opponent argues Canada insists on 
sending soldiers out to keep the peace. 
Perhaps it’s time Canada determined 
whether its priorities really lie on 
bombing people overseas or keeping our 
own country secure. Canada can have an 
effective and strong soldier population 
while being selective and rational about 
the conflict they choose to engage in. 
Soldiers have many duties aside from 
overseas missions, and it is there where 
the costs are greatest to the country. 
We can have a strong military without 
having an unnecessary and often immoral 
war presence, or an inflated budget.
My political beliefs do play a strong 
role in this opinion. I believe that 
Canada needs to spend much more on 
everything, particularly in taking care of 
its citizens. I believe the entire tax system 
needs an overhaul where super-high 
earners (multi-millionaires) and large 
corporations are taxed higher. I think 
more money should be spent on funding 
Canada’s poorest areas and people, and 
less on aircrafts designed to bomb poor 
people and areas in other countries. 
Military spending is a complicated 
affair, but I believe there is enough room 
in the budget for everyone. However, 
other areas deserve the same kind 
of budget that the military gets.
öö Continuous spending will not lead to benefits
Boosting the military budget 
does not help our country
Cazzy Lewchuck
Opinions Editor
Canada has recently revealed a plan to increase the military budget by 70 
per cent in the next decade. While some 
would argue that increased military 
spending is bad for the country, I would 
argue the exact opposite. An increased 
military budget is absolutely necessary, 
and is long overdue. 
A large amount of that budget is 
being spent on a much-needed upgrade 
of the Royal Canadian Air Force. The 
Canadian government is planning to 
replace their current Air Force fleet with 
new age fighters. That project would 
cost $15–18 billion, which is the entirety 
of the current defence budget. Canada’s 
current Air Force fleet is McDonnell 
Douglas CF-188’s, which were introduced 
in 1982. Canada’s best planes are 35 years 
old. While upgrades and renovations 
are a possibility, it doesn’t come close 
to replacing them with a much better 
model. Without going too deep into 
details, it’s safe to say that the country is 
long overdue for an upgrade. 
Why is it important that a 
peacekeeping country such as ours spend 
on weapons of war? Well, the short 
answer is “Mutually Assured Destruction 
(MAD).” This concept has kept the world 
at a relative state of peace for years, and 
Canada falls short of the line. However, 
without a fully-functioning nuclear 
program, it becomes very difficult to 
maintain the status quo, unless you have 
powerful allies. 
That’s where the neighbours 
down south come in. With America 
providing Canada with some nuclear 
backup, Canada puts itself up there 
with the other big players in the world. 
Throughout the Cold War, and even 
after, the US has always been the proxy 
by which Canada can declare themselves 
a player in the game of MAD. However, 
as recent foreign relations with the US 
have dipped after the election of Donald 
Trump, so has this pressure. This takes 
away from Canada’s ability to be a global 
power on the world stage. Canada needs 
to be able to stand on its own, and 
without a proper military, it will never 
be able to do so. That starts with defence 
spending. 
In terms of global status, Canada 
is one of the members of NATO (North 
American Treaty Organization) that 
spends the least amount of money of 
military spending. Yet it remains one 
of the most active players in military 
endeavors. Our military spending doesn’t 
even allow the military to remain up 
to date with technology, but we insist 
on sending our soldiers out to keep the 
peace. It doesn’t make sense to limit our 
soldiers in the field. 
As it stands, the current defence 
budget does nothing but hinder Canada 
on the global stage. If growth is the 
Canadian ideal, then the military needs 
to grow as well. 
öö Canada must improve its military
Canada’s increased spending 
on military is a good thing
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
The topic of mental health has been much-discussed lately—as it should 
be. Two high-profile celebrity suicides 
have contributed to a renewed discussion 
of the importance of mental health and 
speaking up. The stigma and misinformation 
surrounding mental health in our society is 
truly detrimental, and suicides are a tragic 
reminder. 
Many of us do our part to speak up when 
the conversation rolls around again. We post 
the numbers of crisis hotlines, discuss frankly 
the statistics or our own struggles, and 
promise to be there for others who need help. 
Nevertheless, the rate of those with mental 
illness remains stagnant, and may even be 
increasing, and far too many people remain 
too afraid to seek help or simply don’t have 
access to the resources they need.
Mental health is just as important as 
physical health, and the two go hand in hand. 
Even so, mental health is not taken nearly 
as seriously by those involved in health care. 
In Canada, the government pays (partially) 
for our visits with doctors. It does not pay 
nearly as much for counselors, psychologists, 
or other mental health professionals. It 
doesn’t pay for the prescriptions many need 
to regulate the chemical imbalances in their 
brains. Health Canada does not provide 
nearly the same amount of resources for 
mental heath as it does on physical ones. 
It is the government’s responsibility to 
support its citizens in all matters of health 
care. It is not the individual’s responsibility to 
step in to help others fix the broken system. 
It isn’t fair that support centres and mental 
health organizations struggle to receive 
adequate funding. It’s wrong that we even 
have to have the discussion about mental 
health being important. It’s an injustice 
that private corporations like Bell have to 
run campaigns to fund these organizations 
because the government won’t do so. 
The only way we can successfully make 
a difference in mental health care is to 
hold the government accountable. Mental 
health care needs to be funded and planned 
immediately. We deserve better from the 
health care system. Our health deserves 
better.
öö Private citizens and corporations do not solve the issue
Government sponsorship of mental 
health is the only vehicle to change
Cazzy Lewchuck
Opinions Editor
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Ever since the recent suicide of Linkin Park’s lead singer Chester 
Bennington, people have come to 
interpret the circumstances of his 
death in many different ways.  
Some say his death is a reminder 
that anyone can suffer from mental 
illness, even famous singers and people 
surrounded by family and loved ones. 
Some encourage those with mental 
illness to get help and to reach out if 
they are having thoughts of suicide. 
Then there are those who call his suicide 
an act of cowardice or selfishness, 
saying that he couldn’t handle his 
mental state and took the “easy way 
out,” leaving his family behind. Not 
only is this way of thinking incredibly 
negative and toxic, it is not reflective 
of mental illness by any stretch.
As someone who has struggled 
with depression, I never understood 
why someone would consider suicide a 
cowardly act. It is an extremely toxic and 
unhealthy way to interpret someone’s 
suicide. Suicide is a decision people 
make when they feel hopeless, trapped, 
and isolated. They feel like there is 
no other way out of the black hole of 
depression. The sad truth is, when 
you’re contemplating suicide, you’re 
generally not thinking about how sad 
your loved ones will be if you left them; 
you are actually thinking about how 
much better off they would be without 
you. In some ways you think you are 
doing it for them, not in spite of them.
People seem to forget that 
depression is a mental illness, and in 
many ways people with depression think 
committing suicide is the best thing 
to do because their mental illness is 
a huge burden on them. To call them 
a coward is just insulting them, their 
families, and anyone struggling with 
depression and suicidal thoughts. 
Mental illness and depression still 
have a lot of negative stigmas behind 
them. By calling someone a coward or 
selfish for contemplating or committing 
suicide, you are not just contributing 
to the harmful stereotypes that come 
with depression, you are trivializing 
the people who have struggled with 
suicidal thoughts, and the communities 
of people struggling with mental illness.
Nick Spencer has been a divisive writer for Marvel Comics, even if 
his name isn’t well-known outside of 
dorky comic circles. There are two main 
social justice controversies Marvel has 
had to contend with in the last five years, 
and Nick Spencer was at the heart of 
both. It speaks to his talent as a writer 
that he managed to annoy all sides of 
the political spectrum without being 
petty, mean-spirited, or insulting. 
Captain America: Sam Wilson saw 
the mantle of Captain America passed to 
the titular black hero, which drew the ire 
of people who lean more traditional. They 
saw Sam Wilson’s anti-establishment 
rhetoric as being un-American, and his 
protection of illegal immigrants as being 
almost treasonous. These criticisms 
appear both in and out of the comics, as 
Sam Wilson is bombarded with Twitter 
hate inside the Marvel universe and in the 
internet of the real world. Accusations 
of pandering were thrown around, and 
Spencer ended up with more than a few 
death threats and calls for the end to 
his career. Spencer depicts the racism 
and hate that illegal immigrants face in 
America, with Sam Wilson’s sidekick 
being a refugee from Mexico, and it ended 
up being more than a little predictive 
when Trump’s wall started (and then 
suddenly stopped) being an idea.
On the other side of the political 
spectrum, Spencer also spearheaded 
the Secret Empire comic event, which 
had Captain America (the original Steve 
Rogers) become a secret Hydra agent. This 
time around he was slammed from the 
more progressive side of Twitter, accusing 
him of humanizing or even endorsing 
Nazism, or of being inconsiderate to a 
character that was built by Jewish scientists 
to fight Nazis. There were more calls to 
end his career and more wild conclusions 
about his political leanings. The power of 
Secret Empire is showing how dictatorships 
start, with both control over and relentless 
criticism of the media as Steve Rogers 
gives suspiciously Trump-esque speeches 
on-air and at the United Nations.
The truth is, Nick Spencer is a 
rare breed: a comic writer capable of 
portraying immense nuance in characters 
and world. In Captain America: Sam 
Wilson, Spencer doesn’t just approach 
the difficult topics of illegal immigration, 
national identity, or the state of race 
relations in modern America; he 
questions why they exist. The people mad 
at Sam Wilson have legitimate concerns 
about the guy, but those concerns are 
inflated by news companies and radio 
talk show hosts. At the same time, Secret 
Empire shows how brutal, oppressive 
regimes are founded; they are not 
elaborate military takeovers with rolling 
tanks and waving flags, but are brought 
on by a subversive and deeply creepy 
influence over the way people think about 
politics. His character nuance also appears 
in Astonishing Ant-Man and Superior 
Foes of Spider-Man, both showing the 
cycle of crime that the justice system and 
individual personalities perpetuate.
Despite being widely loathed by 
“politically engaged” people on the 
internet—right or left—Nick Spencer has 
never been more relevant. As Trump’s 
rhetoric becomes scarier, as voices in 
the left call for an end to free speech, 
and as people become increasingly 
divided by politics, his comics are a 
call for a basic level of human decency 
to the people you disagree with.
There has been an increasingly heated debate in Maple Ridge and Pitt 
Meadows. It began in 2013 and has gone 
in and out of the spotlight ever since. 
As of last week, it is once again 
the main source of contention between 
residents in the two cities. The proposal 
of backyard chickens and whether they 
ought to be allowed is being either 
vehemently opposed or showered 
with laudation. Maple Ridge currently 
permits chicken coops on plots of land 
that are one acre or more, but it is the 
minority of residents who own so much 
property. So, why are chickens not 
allowed on smaller plots, and is this fair? 
Firstly, the noise level bothers 
some residents. Though hens do 
not make as much noise as roosters, 
they still cluck incessantly. If you’re 
living next to irritable neighbours, 
this can be a problem. I would still 
argue, however, that while hens can 
be noisy, a yappy dog or a neighbour 
who likes to play his music loudly 
is still more of a disturbance. 
Secondly, it is thought that chicken 
coops attract rats. Though it is common 
for rats and chickens to come hand in 
hand, it does not always have to be the 
case. Rats are attracted by chickenfeed, 
but if a coop is well maintained, excess 
food should be removed before nightfall. 
If this is done properly rats should not 
be a problem. Similarly, smell should be 
eliminated with proper maintenance.
Now, let’s look at the benefits of 
having backyard chickens. The most 
obvious is that families can save money 
on food. Two hens should produce 
one or two eggs a day. Assuming you 
have a four-person family, a handful 
of chickens should ensure you never 
have to buy a carton of eggs again. 
Another benefit is environmental. If 
you can start producing a large portion 
of your food in your own backyard, you 
can decrease your carbon footprint. Of 
course, eggs are just one part of this. 
Growing fruit and vegetables is the next 
step in leading an eco-friendlier life.
A final benefit is that you can 
introduce children to agricultural work. 
Less and less people are going into fields 
related to agriculture. This could be 
because suburban and urban children 
never have the opportunity to nurture an 
interest in it. Backyard chickens could 
help revitalize these fields of work by 
getting children involved at an early age.  
Backyard chickens are not going to 
ruin your neighbourhood. They won’t 
keep you up late at night or wake you 
up first thing in the morning. They will 
help families save money, expand their 
interests, and keep the planet healthy.
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
Colten Kamlade
Senior Columnist
öö Show some empathy, not hostility
öö The writer who sparked endless controversies
öö Benefits of backyard birds
Suicide is not a cowardly act
Nick Spencer: The hero comics deserves
Keeping chickens in urban areas
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Many Canadians enjoy the same benefits across the country. We all have the 
same Charter, the same (federal) taxes, and 
the same national laws. However, provincial 
laws, taxes, and other financial matters 
can and do vary greatly by the province. 
This does not serve to create equality for all 
Canadians. 
The instability in Canada could lead us 
to experience a situation similar to that in 
the US, where different states and regions 
are distinct enough that they are almost 
separate countries. The living standards 
and inequality that varies from state to state 
wildly affect the culture and economy of the 
area. More importantly, it affects the rights 
of citizens on a national level, which divides 
the country. 
The minimum wage in Canada varies 
from province to province. While the cost of 
living also varies, prices are still somewhat 
similar in areas across the country. Urban 
areas tend to be more expensive, with 
rural areas being cheaper but with far less 
resources. Why should a person doing the 
same job in British Columbia make less 
than someone in Alberta, simply because of 
where they live?
It’s not right that we Canadians have 
different incomes, laws, and opportunities 
based on the area we live. We pride 
ourselves on national unity, but we can’t 
even agree if a person should be allowed to 
buy alcohol at age 18 or 19. 
Ontario has lately seen a huge string 
of progressive policies. The minimum wage 
is set to go up to $15 by January 1, 2019, 
college education is becoming free, and a 
“basic income” funding pilot project is in 
the works. Almost a third of Canada lives 
in Ontario, and I think it’s great that these 
parts of the population get to enjoy the 
benefits. However, it does a great disservice 
to the rest of the country by not providing 
the same equity.
Manitoba, Quebec, Saskatchewan, and 
Newfoundland have tuition freeze laws in 
effect, so that the cost of post-secondary 
education cannot get any higher. These 
policies do not extend to other provinces 
(even though BC previously had one in 
place), which hurts anyone who chooses 
to go to school in these areas. Canadians 
constantly move from other provinces to 
go to school in cheaper places. A national 
consensus on education costs and rights 
needs to be established.
The Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
specifically guarantees citizens the rights 
to pursue the gaining of a livelihood in any 
province. Yet an individual living in Ontario 
suddenly earns a much larger minimum 
wage and has access to free tuition. 
If the federal government wanted 
to, it could work with premiers to provide 
these or similar benefits for the population 
as a whole. The Liberal government is a 
centrist administration that believes in 
“strengthening the middle class.” In the end, 
this rewards areas with strong economies 
and large populations and punishes the 
people further from those areas.
July 21 began an important weekend in the history of cinema. Two highly anticipated 
films were released on that day, and they 
both involved movie technology. It also 
continued the debate between film and 
digital. There was a glorious IMAX film 
shot in 70mm, Dunkirk, about a beach 
evacuation during World War II, and a 3-D 
CGI adventure, Valerian and the City of a 
Thousand Planets. The film that is number 
one may determine which format is better. 
Traditional film (as opposed to 
digital) is starting to make a big comeback, 
beginning with The Hateful Eight, which 
was released in a 70mm roadshow style. 
The film tried to recreate the experience of 
a roadshow, with an intermission included 
in the movie. Christopher Nolan’s latest 
film, Dunkirk, talks about an evacuation of 
British soldiers from a French beach during 
World War II and is shown from three 
perspectives: the ground, the water, and the 
air. Nolan is a supporter of traditional film 
and is also big fan of IMAX, and 70 per cent 
of the film is filmed in IMAX. He wanted to 
make a movie that created, “the sensation 
of virtual reality without the goggles.” 
I saw Dunkirk in IMAX on 70mm film. 
The IMAX scenes are very sharp and have 
a lot of colour, especially during the scenes 
that take place in the air. Most of the scenes 
that were filmed in 70mm are very grainy 
and are not as colourful as the IMAX scenes. 
Depending where you sit in the theater, 
it works well to put you in the movie and 
lets you experience what the soldiers had 
to go through during the evacuation. The 
film does not have a lot of dialogue, which 
means that they could use of the IMAX 
camera more, as it is a very noisy camera. 
Hans Zimmer’s score is great because it 
uses the sound of a clock ticking to enhance 
the score until the end of the movie.
The other highly anticipated movie 
that was released on that weekend is 
Valerian and the City of a Thousand 
Planets, which the commercials promoted 
as a 3-D event. The director of The Fifth 
Element and this film, Luc Besson, is a 
big fan of the original comic book series 
that the movie is based on. When the 
film was announced at Comic-Con last 
year, a lot of people were excited for it. 
While I would like to see Valerian, I 
decided not to because of the final box office 
results. Overall, Dunkirk was number one 
with $50 million, Valerian and the City of 
a Thousand Planets was number five with 
$17 million. It didn’t even reach number 
two, which went to the comedy Girls Trip. 
This shows that a lot of people prefer 
traditional 70mm film, because Dunkirk 
does not have CGI in it and Valerian is a 
visual effects driven movie. Valerian is 
one of those movies that could be great, 
but did not do well in the theatres. 
With the success of Dunkirk, we 
will probably see more films being 
released in 70mm in the next few years.
Canadians deserve better equality 
across the provinces
Traditional film vs CGI and visual effects
öö Why do Ontario and Quebec have all the benefits?
öö The debate on films and movies
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
I absolutely loathe cigarettes. I’ve never smoked one in my life, and 
I believe they are one of the most 
dangerous habits to indulge in. 
Cigarettes kill thousands of people 
every year, and have zero health benefits. 
They can affect one’s health negatively 
in so many ways, are one of the most 
addictive substances on the planet, 
and are just disgusting in general. 
Cigarettes smell terrible, create smoke 
and ash, and damage the environment 
as they are even a fire hazard.
It’s illegal to drink alcohol in public. 
In areas of the US where marijuana is 
legal, smoking it in public remainsillegal, 
and Canada will likely follow suit during 
legalization in 2018. It’s against the law to 
smoke inside any public building. So why is 
it okay to light up in outdoor public areas? 
Many provinces have legislation 
banning smoking within a certain 
distance of doorways. This varies by area 
and is difficult to enforce. If someone 
is walking down the street and passes 
a doorway but immediately keeps 
walking, they’re technically breaking 
the law, but most likely will not be 
punished. In addition, this still allows 
second-hand smoke to annoy and irritate 
others, as it does in any public space.
Second-hand smoke is proven to affect 
others’ health. Even without the specific 
health hazard, it’s gross and annoying. 
Nobody wants that smell and smoke 
wafting into their face. Cigarettes create a 
nasty and lingering stench around where 
they’re smoked. If you are a smoker, that’s 
your choice, but your habit should not 
be affecting anyone else around you. 
I don’t feel much sympathy for 
smokers and I encourage them to quit 
by any means necessary. I believe a 
blanket ban on smoking in public would 
contribute to this greatly. Nevertheless, 
I understand that some people will 
smoke no matter what. Just as private 
outdoor spaces have designated 
smoking areas, there’s no reason why 
public spaces can’t have the same. Areas 
where smoking is allowed should be 
the exception rather than the norm, if 
it must be allowed in some capacity.
The government encourages 
everyone to quit smoking and provides 
free resources to do so. Further banning 
the practice in certain areas would 
reduce the amount of cigarette use. 
If we can’t smoke other substances in 
public, why are cigarettes the exception?
öö Why do these health hazards get a free pass?
Public smoking should be banned
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
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An angry mob of thousands gathered around the WebMD 
headquarters holding pitchforks, 
torches, and picket signs, demanding 
for the website to be shut down. The 
crowd chanted “fuck WebMD!” and 
“shut it down!” throughout the night 
as people tried to enter the building.
A reporter from the Other 
Press managed to interview some 
of the livid participants.
Charles Baker, a 20-year-old 
finance student, was rushed to the 
emergency room after collapsing in the 
gymnasium upon reading WebMD. 
“I had just finished my third set 
of leg raises when I felt a sharp pain 
in my lower right abdomen,” Baker 
said. “I became dizzy and it had me 
curled on the floor for a second, but 
it did stop after a while. I just wanted 
to find out what could have happened 
by Googling ‘pain in the lower right 
abdomen’ and this WebMD page 
was the top result. According to the 
site, I had appendicitis and had to be 
rushed to the hospital immediately. I 
panicked, so I asked the guy at the front 
desk of the gym to phone 911 because 
I thought my appendix had burst. 
After waiting three long hours in the 
E.R., the doctor said it was a muscle 
spasm. I could have gone to that party I 
wanted to hit up after the gym but no, 
WebMD had me worried for nothing.” 
“As soon as I bash through that 
door, I’m gonna destroy their main 
power system,” Baker added.
Another student—Pedro 
Belonidae, Fine Arts major—shared 
his experience of using WebMD. “One 
time, I was a little itchy and after 
Googling it, WebMD told me I had the 
bubonic plague. I will never forget the 
embarrassment I felt after telling my 
family doctor that I might be dying. 
It even pisses me off that it made me 
buy some anti-Black Death tablets to 
alleviate the itchiness only to have it 
turn out that I did not even need to 
take them. My doctor said they were 
probably sponsored by the website. 
So now I’ll do my part as a citizen of 
this country to shut that shit down.”
It took three hours before the mobs 
were able to breach the building. A log 
that measured 20 feet in length had to 
be lifted by about 30 people to ram the 
doors of the WebMD headquarters. One 
hundred protestors also threw eggs on 
the building. Police did not interfere, as 
many of them had also joined the cause.
“I have a daughter who I keep having 
to drive to the hospital every few days 
because of this website,” said Officer 
Erwin Hunter. “Of course, when your kid 
comes up to you and says they’re dying, 
your first instinct as a parent is to rush 
them to the ER. Turns out it was just a 
stomach ache. The second time and she 
was having some pain in her joints and 
got it into her head that she had gout. 
I asked her why she thought that and 
she said ‘WebMD said so daddy! Please 
bring me to the doctor. I don’t want 
to die!’ This website has done nothing 
but bring me and my kid anxiety.”
The mob successfully tore through 
the building but, as they entered, they 
were left surprised and disappointed to 
see the building showed no signs of life. 
“It seemed like the administrators 
escaped through the emergency exit at 
the back,” said detective Conan Jaeger. 
“The website is still running, so they 
could have many proxy buildings. It 
appears that WebMD has a far more 
complex database than expected.” 
A hopeful mob member with 
a megaphone was heard making 
the following statement after the 
discovery of the empty building: 
“We can’t lose hope. Paranoia and 
anxiety will continue to exist until we 
have destroyed WebMD. We will all have 
our justice soon! We can’t live in fear!” 
The crowd cheered and spent the 
rest of the night dancing to music 
and partying in the empty building. 
As of now, the whereabouts of the 
WebMD team are still unknown.
WebMD headquarters gets 
mobbed by hypochondriacs
öö ‘This website has done nothing but bring me anxiety’
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
humour // no. 22 theotherpress.ca
The summer films this year have been interesting. There were a 
lot of “last films” in series that have 
turned out to… not quite be the last 
film. Also, there have been films that 
were surprisingly good, and other 
films that were unsurprisingly not 
good. Here are the Other Press’s 
spoiler-free, one-sentence reviews of 
this year’s summer films.
Guardians of the Galaxy: Vol. 2 
As great as the first film.
Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead 
Men Tell No Tales 
A great way to end the film series 
(please, let it be the end).
Cars 3 
A very feminist G-rated movie. 
Despicable Me 3 
It has a lot of 1980s jokes in it.
Captain Underpants: The First 
Epic Movie 
It’s true to the original chapter books 
and shows that the arts are important.
Spider-Man: Homecoming 
The best Spider-Man film ever made.
War for the Planet of the Apes 
Wished James Franco was back, but 
surprisingly good.
Dunkirk 
The best war movie this year.
Transformers: The Last Knight 
It has beautiful IMAX scenes, but do 
we really need another Transformers 
film?
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
Summer films 
instant reviews
öö For people who don’t have time for full analyses
This September, I will be moving to Wales. Apparently, from what I’ve 
heard, moving to a different continent 
presents a major shift in one’s life; 
because of that, people keep asking 
me what I’m most nervous about. 
Well, it’s not that I’ll be leaving 
behind all my friends and family (unless 
they’re the ones asking the question, 
of course). Nor is it the fact that I’ll 
be leaving the comfort of my dark, 
perfectly-scented basement suite that 
took me years to fill with the correct 
levels of musk. I am slightly concerned 
about the Welsh language and how it 
utterly baffles me—did you know that 
the Welsh word for “beer” is “cwrw?” 
How do you pronounce “cwrw?” Kuh-
wer-wuh? Kwer-woo? It’s their official 
second language. Nevertheless, as 
moving day creeps closer and closer, 
the one thing I find myself entirely 
fixated on is that I will have to learn 
how to survive without my sweet, 
perfect baby-bean: Luna Ticklepuss. 
Luna is my cat of six years. She is 
perfect in every possible way: Calico—
mostly black with streaks of copper—
with little white booties; chubby, round, 
and squishy like a stress-ball, but with a 
head the size of a kitten; and a perfect, 
flaming orange crescent moon that goes 
over her right eye. She’s my everything. 
Her and I have been inseparable since 
she was eight weeks old—if I’m in the 
house, she is never more than six feet 
away from me. If I’m anxious, she’s there 
to purr on my chest. Bored? Catnip, 
and her pupils go as wide as a 19-year-
old’s at a rave. She’s been with me 
through two heartbreaks, a full degree 
completion, five jobs, the loss of a 
grandfather, the birth of three nephews, 
and everything in between. She’s my 
best friend in the truest sense of the 
word, and she won’t be allowed in my 
tiny Welsh dorm room. This has been 
the cause of the ball of anxiety sitting 
in my stomach like a giant, overripe 
durian fruit. I will be ripped in half. I 
will be forced to survive without her. 
So, what can I expect? Pure 
loneliness, fear, boredom, stress, and an 
overall feeling of unreserved emptiness. 
This is an obvious inevitability, one 
that I must come to terms with. I’ve 
been forced to try and figure out a 
game plan, one that will leave me as 
emotionally prepared as possible. 
Step one: Photos of my sweet 
baby. My phone has already dedicated 
50 per cent of its space to cat 
photos, but what’s another 25–30 
per cent? Apps are overrated.
Step two: Record my baby’s 
purr. At least this way, when times 
get especially tough, I’ll be able to 
plug in my earbuds and hear a sound 
that, for me, is associated with pure 
goodness. (Note to self: Name the 
track “Luna’s purrfect mixtape.”) 
Step three: An online nanny-cam 
with two-way audio. This is perhaps the 
most expensive step, but also the most 
crucial. Positioned wisely, the camera 
will allow me to see her for most hours 
of the day—chubbiness withstanding, 
this will be by the food bowl. 
Step four: Tissues. I will be crying, 
and I will be crying a lot. I’ll be in a 
foreign land without my most valuable 
emotional crutch. It would be lunacy 
to expect myself to also wallow in snot 
and salty tears without some tissues 
to aid me. (Note to self: Cut out the 
word “lunacy” from vocabulary—the 
pun will make me too emotional and 
I can’t let the Welsh think I’m weak.) 
Step five: Get a fish. Yes, a fish 
will be far harder to cuddle with in 
the dead of night, but not entirely 
impossible given the right equipment. 
A tube-shaped fish-enclosure with a 
watertight seal and I’m laughing—
through the tears, of course.
Step six: Learn to live 
without my heart and soul. 
I’m scared, but I’m also not afraid 
to admit it. Honestly? I don’t think 
I will survive without Luna, but I’ll 
try—how else would I ever see her 
again? And if it’s too hard without 
her, pet-friendly apartments can’t 
be that expensive in Wales. The 
country would be lucky to have her.
If worst comes to worst—or 
should I say when worst comes to 
worst—I can always turn to my other 
crutch: A tall, frosty pint of cwrw. 
Kuh-wer-wuh? Kwer-woo? Help.
Blake Rayment
Contributor
Scared catless
öö Man contemplates life without 
beloved feline companion
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We’re Hiring!
Interested in working for the Other Press?
You’re in luck! For the first time, we will be having an open 
application period. If you’re interested in applying for any 
of the following positions, please email your résumé and 
cover letter to editor@theotherpress.ca. Applications are 
open until August 4th. 
Editor in Chief Assistant Editor
News Editor Arts Editor
Sports Editor Life & Style Editor
Opinions Editor Humour Editor
Staff Reporter Staff Writer
Graphics Manager Layout Manager
Production Assistant Multimedia Editor
Photographer Illustrator
Social Media Coordinator Distribution Manager
Web Editor
issue 31 // volume 43 humour // no. 23
The office of the Other Press has become a war zone once again, with 
no end in sight as the battle rages on. 
“There’s a time for peace, and a time for not 
peace,” previous Assistant Editor and current 
Fifth battalion leader Chandler Walter 
was overheard saying Monday afternoon. 
“This is a time for throwing things at 
people until they fall in line, and I for one 
am ready and prepared to do just that.”
The conflict started when current 
Editor in Chief Lauren Kelly (who was hired 
largely for her resemblance to Other Press 
hero Laura Melley, as well as her extensive 
grammatical prowess—but really, the Laura 
Melley thing was way more important) 
announced she was stepping down. 
“I mean, it wasn’t meant to be a 
surprise or anything,” said Kelly, fighting to 
be heard over the sound of battle. “Editors-
in-Chiefs are only supposed to take the 
post for a year… honestly, it would have 
been way more of a plot twist if I decided 
not to go. I don’t know what happened.”
Moments after announcing her 
imminent departure, sources say a member 
of the paper—currently theorized to 
be Humour Editor Rebecca Peterson, 
who was last seen holed up in a sniper 
nest built from stacks of Other Press 
back copies and strategically balanced 
bookshelves—shouted “Power vacuum! 
It’s The Purge!” and proceeded to flip over 
a table, sparking what has now become an 
all-out war between coworkers and friends. 
As it stands right now, missives from 
Staff Reporter-turned-War Correspondent 
Aaron Guillen suggest that the News, 
Opinions, and Sports Editors (Mercedes 
Deutscher, Cazzy Lewchuk, and Davie 
Wong respectively) have formed a 
commando hit squad and have claimed 
the office couch as their territory. Arts 
Editor Caroline Ho has apparently been 
valiantly shielding the production team 
from errant airborne missiles while they 
struggle to get the paper printed and 
distributed on time. Life and Style Editor 
Brittney MacDonald has been largely 
left untouched by the conflict; a single 
unconscious Staff Writer at her feet 
serving as a testament to her fighting skills 
as well as effectively warding off further 
attempts to draw her in to combat. 
Meanwhile, Fifth battalion leader 
Chandler Walter has been leading the 
remaining Staff Writers and contributors 
to victory, presumably, though what 
that victory will look like is unclear. 
“Quite honestly, we’re not really sure 
what’s going on here,” said Staff Writer—
now Lance Corporal—Jessica Berget, in a 
whispered statement through the office 
door. “No one knows what our positions 
are anymore, or what we’re fighting for… 
Chandler keeps making really empowering 
speeches and Rebecca keeps throwing badly 
made paper airplanes at people. Greg’s 
on the floor somewhere, Carlos is putting 
together a ‘Civil War’ playlist, apparently, 
Jony’s trying to figure out who’s getting 
the most social media hits, and Ed’s just 
sketching the whole thing and laughing 
his head off. Honestly I have no idea what 
the paper is going to look like after all of 
this, or who’s going to be doing what.”
Viewers, fans, and especially redditors were outraged at the news that beloved 
adult cartoon Rick and Morty would not be 
running further episodes of its long-awaited 
third season. 
The show released the first episode of 
season three on April 1 in a backwards April 
Fool’s joke, and has since aired its second 
episode this past Sunday. What show-
runners did not take into consideration, 
however, was the imminent demise of 
Microsoft Paint. 
“Basically all of our animation is done 
through MSP,” said Rick and Morty co-creator 
Dan Harmon. “We thought it would be 
funny to use it, as most of this show is just us 
fucking around anyway. Now there’s no way 
to move forward with the third episode.” 
Harmon broke the news in a press 
release shortly after airing Sunday night’s 
episode. 
“We regret to inform the public that 
the adventures or Rick, Morty, Summer, 
Beth, and, yes, Mr. Poopy Butthole will be 
put on hold for the foreseeable future,” the 
statement read. “Our animation department 
is doing everything in their power to adapt 
to alternative software, but Microsoft Paint 
has long been a fixture in the creation of this 
cartoon. We ask that everyone be patient 
during the extended delays, as we estimate 
the time it will take to transition to this new 
production model will be at least, like, a year 
and a half.” 
In an attempt to appease the masses, 
Harmon and co-creator Justin Roiland then 
released a 10-episode long spinoff series 
following the adventures of fan-favourite 
Jerry Smith as he comes to terms with losing 
his family. 
“Yeah, we spent most of the break 
putting together Jerry’s Jamboree: The Show 
as a way to procrastinate making the third 
season,” Roiland confided in an interview. 
“We actually completed 10 full half-hour 
long episodes of that before getting around 
to starting on animation for R and M, and 
then… well… ‘MSPaintGate’ hit.” 
The 10 episodes of Jerry’s Jamboree: 
The Show are available for full streaming 
on Netflix, though fans were disheartened 
when they realized that not Rick nor Morty 
made an appearance at any time during the 
series. 
“We really wanted to delve into the 
man that Jerry is,” Harmon said. “It was 
important to really flesh out his character 
before merging him back in with the rest of 
the cast. Most of the episodes are just Jerry 
by himself, actually, doing his hilarious Jerry 
things.” 
It seems that, for now, all fans can do 
is hope. 
UPDATE: After an outpouring of Rick and 
Morty fans voiced their concerns over the 
elimination of MS Paint, Microsoft decided 
that it would allow the software to live on 
through an app in the Microsoft Store. This 
change means that season three of Rick 
and Morty will be back under production, 
though when asked when the third episode 
would be ready, Harmon simply stated: 
“Yeah, we should probably get around to 
that.”
öö Popular cartoon relied heavily on outdated Microsoft program
Production of ‘Rick and Morty’ season 
three halted due to loss of MS Paint
Chandler Walter
Assistant Editor
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The ‘Other Press: Civil War’
öö Decades after the triumph of Laura Melley, the paper has fallen into chaos once more
Mike LeMike
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